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(greetings 


THE  ART  OF  GIVING 


The  art  of  giving  encompasses  many  areas. 

Emmerson  said  it  well:  "Rings  and  jewels  are  not  gifts,  but 
apologies  for  gifts.     The  oniy  true  gift  is  a  portion  of  thyself." 

We  give  of  ourselves  when  we  give  gifts  of  the  heart :  love,  kind- 
ness, joy,  understanding,  sympathy,  forgiveness. 

We  give  of  ourselves  when  we  give  gifts  of  the  mind:  ideas, 
dreams,  purposes,  ideals,  principles,  plans,  inventions,  projects,  poetry. 

We  give  of  ourselves  when  we  give  gifts  of  the  spirit :  prayer, 
beauty,  aspiration,  faith. 

We  give  of  ourselves  when  we  give  the  gift  of  time :  patience, 
attention,  consideration. 

We  give  of  ourselves  when  we  give  the  gift  of  words:  encourage- 
ment, inspiration,  guidance. 

The  finest  gift  a  man  can  give  to  his  age  and  time  is  the  gift  of 
a  constructive  and  creative  life. 


To  the  members  of  the  Church  in  the  South  African  Mission,  to  our 
numerous  friends,  and  too  all  others  we  of  the  Mission  Office  extend  the 
Season's  Greetings  with  prayerful  hope  that  this  Christmas  shall  be  the 
happiest  of  all.    So  we  say, 

Merry  Christmas  to  all. 

And  to  all  a  Happy  New  Year. 
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3,000  MISSIONARIES  DEPART  IN  1959 

Approximately  3,000  missionaries  will  leave  the 
Church  Mission  Home  in  Salt  Lake  City  to  go  to 
all  parts  of  the  world  during  1959. 

Mission  Home  President  Lorin  L.  Richards 
made  this  estimate  in  looking  over  the  list  of 
elders  and  lady  missionaries  who  have  passed 
through  the  Mission  Home  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  year,  a  total  of  2,185  missionaries. 
The  high  month  so  far  this  year  is  June  when 
496  missionaries  passed  through  the  Mission 
Home. 

TRIBUTE  TO  PRESIDENT  McKAY 


The  recently  published  Cecil  B.  DeMille  Auto- 
biography pays  a  warm  tribute  to  President 
McKay. 

In  telling  of  his  bringing  the  picture,  "The  Ten 
Commandments,"  to  Salt  Lake  City  for  a  premier 
showing,  Mr.  DeMille  wrote: 

"If  the  deeply  religious,  serious-minded  Latter- 
day  Saints  of  Salt  Lake  City  approved  of  the 
Ten  Commandments,  so  would  millions  of  others, 
of  other  faiths,  throughout  the  world.  They  did 
approve  it,  enthusiastically. 

"And  I  may  have  had  a  personal,  almost  sel- 
fish, reason  for  wanting  to  preview  in  Salt  Lake 
City:  it  gave  me  another  chance  to  spend  some  time  with  that  great- 
hearted, loveable  man  who  is  literally  a  latter-day  saint,  the  president  of 
the  Mormon  Church,  David  O.  McKay.  There  are  few  men  whose  very 
presence  warms  the  heart.  President  McKay  is  one  of  them.  I  spoke 
from  the  heart  when,  in  the  middle  of  a  commencement  address  I  was 
giving  at  Brigham  Young  University,  I  turned  to  htm  on  the  platform  and 
said,  'David  O.  McKay,  almost  thou  persuadest  me  to  be  a  Mormon.' " 


"The  chief  charm  of  Christmas  is  in  its  simplicity." 

— Arthur  Reed  Kimball 
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ON  that  first  Christmas  night, 
when:  the  angel  made  his 
announcement  to  the  startled  shep- 
herds on  the  plains  of  Palestine,  he 
identified  the  babe  in  the  manager 
so  clearly  that  all  who  heard  under- 
stood. 

"Unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the 
city  of  David,  a  Savior,  which  is 
Christ  the  Lord." 

The  angel  told  the;  shepherds  that 
the  Christ  had  just  been  born.  It  was 
an  exciting  announcement  But  in 
humility- — actually  in  a  spirit  of 
reverence  and  worship — was  it  re- 
ceived by  the  lowly  tenders  of  the 
flocks. 

The  song  of  the  heavenly  choir 
had  brought  to  them;  a  deep  sense 
of  reverence,,  a  desire  for  worship. 
They  saw  in.  it  all  an  act  of  God,, 
something  so  sacred  that  it  was 
almost  beyond  their  limited  power 
to  comprehend. 

So  in  this  spirit  they  looked  for 
the  manger  and  found  the  little 
babe;  they  saw  the  swaddling 
clothes,  and  they  worshipped.  The 
stars  shone  in  the  heavens,  and  a 
special  one  hovered  over  the  place. 

That  mankind  might  know  Him, 
and  thus  earn  eternal  life,  Jesus 
came  into  the  world.  So  glorious 
was  this  event  that  the  hosts  of 
heaven  sang  for  joy,  and  the  angels 
made  the  annunciation  to  the  shep- 
herds who  came  and  worshipped  the 
little  child,  cradled  in  a  manger. 

The  wise  men  of  the  east  came 
also,  bringing  their  gifts  of  gold!,, 
frankincense  and  myrrh.  They  too 
knew  it  was  the  King  who  had  been 
born,  the  King  ©f  Heaven  and 
Earth,  the  author  of  our  salvation. 

To  the  Latter-day  Saints,  Christ- 
mas can  only  mean  Christ  And  to 
them  Jesus  Christ  can  be  only 
divine,  the  Son  of  the  Eternal  God, 
our  Redeemer.  He  is  the  Savior  of 
the  Christmas  and  the  Messiah  of 
the  Jews.  He  is  Immanuel,  creator 
of  heaven  and  earth. 

It  is  His  birth  we  celebrate  each 


Christmas  time.  It  is  not  the  anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  some  mere 
mortal,  even  though  a  great  man 
and  and  a  mighty  teacher.  To  the 
Latter-day  Saints,  Jesus  is  a  member 
of  the  Godhead;  He  is  the  Son  of 
God.  It  was  He  who  gave  us  life.  It 
was  He  who  wrought  out  the  great 
atonement  and  redemption  of 
Calvery. 

But  Christmas  means  more  that 
the  birth  of  the  Savior.  It  means 
also  His  whole  life,  His  mission,  His 
death,  and  His  ascension  into 
heaven.  It  means  the  entire  plan  of 
salvation! 

There  has  been  a  tendency  in 
recent  years  for  Christmas-time  to 
become  a  period  of  frivolity  and  to 
take  on  a  commercial  air.  In  many 
homes,  the  Savior  is  forgotten 
entirely,  crowded  out  by  Santa 
Claus,  gift-giving,  and  parties.  To 
some  it  is  a  time  to  make  exception 
to  the  commandments  of  God  and 
to  indulge  just  a  little  in  the  ways  of 
the  world. 

Let  us  put  Christ  back  into 
Christmas  and  make  the  gifts  we 
give,  real  gifts  of  the  heart.  Honour, 
respect,  and  obedience  is  the  best 
gift  we  can  give  Him  who  was 
born  in  Bethlehem  and  died  on 
Calavaxy  that  we  might  have  life 
and  have  it  more  abundantly. 

Make  room  at  your  festive  tables 
for  the  Guest  of  Honour  on  Christ- 
mas Day.  Open  your  hearts  and 
dooTs  to  Him  and  bid  Him  wel- 
come. Let  your  prayers  be  prayers 
of  appreciation  and  dedication  to 
Him.  As  you  exchange  gifts  with 
each  other,  let  it  be  done  in  the 
true  spirit  of  Christmas. 

Take  time  out  to  read  the  story 
of  His  birth  and  then  thank  God 
for  His  life  and  for  your  member- 
ship in  His  Kingdom.  In  this  way 
we  bring  to  ourselves  the  real 
Christmas  gift,  without  which  there 
can  be  no  Christmas. 

— D:  T.  W. 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S 
DESK 


IT  is  quite  fitting  that  we  comme- 
morate the  birthday  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  along  with 
the  birth  of  the  Saviour. 

Joseph  Smith  was  born  December 
23,  1805  in  the  town  of  Sharon, 
Windsor  County,  Vermont.  He 
comes  from  noble  parentage  and  is 
honoured  and  loved  by  over  a 
million  and  a  half  people  today. 

Members  of  the  Church  in  the 
South  African  Mission  numbering 
upwards  of  four  thousand  souls, 
join  in  heartfelt  tribute  to  this  great 
Prophet.  To  these  devoted  members 
Joseph  Smith  still  lives.  True  he 
died  a  marty's  death  but  men  like 
the  Prophet  live  on  and  on;  and  in 
the  hearts  of  men  who  love  them 
and  their  work,  they  never  die. 

Our  devotion  for  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  is  oft  times  misunder- 
stood, and  frequently  we  are 
accused  of  putting  him  before  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  entirely  wrong  and 
the  following  brief  discussion  taken 
from  the  Instructor  clarifies  our 
position  and  places  both  the  Saviour 
and  Joseph  Smith  in  their  proper 
perspectives: 

"Joseph  Smith  and  some  other 
leading  men  in  the  Church  were  at 
Independence,  Missouri.  It  was 
Saturday  November  4,  1838.  They 
had  been  arrested  in  Far  West,  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  State,  and 
were  being  conducted  to  Richmond 
by  an  armed  guard  under  General 
Lucas.  There  they  were  to  be  tried 
on  a  trumped-up  charge  of  treason 
to  the  State.  On  this  day  the  Prophet 
says  in  his  Journal : 

"We  were  visited  by  some  ladies 
and  gentlemen.  One  of  the  women 
came  up  and  very  candidly  inquired 
of  the  troops  which  of  the  prisoners 
was  the  Lord  whom  the  Mormons 
worshipped.  One  of  the  guards 
pointed  to  me  with  a  significant 
smile,  and  said,  'This  is  he'.  The 
woman  then,  turning  to  me, 
inquired  whether  I  professed  to  be 


the  Lord  and  Saviour.  I  replied  that 
I  professed  to  be  nothing  but  a  man 
and  a  minister  of  salvation  sent  by 
Jesus  Christ  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

"The  answer  so  surprised  the 
woman  that  she  began  to  inquire 
into  our  doctrine.  I  preached  a  dis- 
course both  to  her  and  her  com- 
panions and  to  the  wondering 
soldiers,  who  listened  with  almost 
breathless  attention  while  I  set  forth 
the  doctrine  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 
and  repentance,  and  baptism  for  the 
remission  of  sins,  with  the  promise 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

"The  woman  was  satisfied  and 
praised  God  in  the  hearing  of  the 
soldiers,  and  went  away,  praying 
that  God  would  protect  and  deliver 
us." 

Thus  should  be  disposed  of,  once 
and  for  all,  the  absurd  idea,  which 
still  persists  in  certain  uniformed 
circles,  that  the  Latter-day  Saints 
put  Joseph  Smith  on  the  same  plane 
as  our  Lord,  and  that  they  wor- 
ship him  as  God.  The  notion  doubt- 
less arose  from  the  claim  that  the 
founder  of  Mormonism  was  a 
prophet  and  from  the  continued 
expression  of  our  people  of  their 
unbounded  love  for  him.  There  is 
no  basis  in  fact  for  the  preposterous 
claim  that  the  Prophet  was  God  or 
the  Saviour. 

The  truth  is  much  simpler  than 
that. 

Jesus  is  the  son  of  God  in  a 
special  sense.  He  is  both  deity, 
being  a  member  of  the  divine 
Trinity,  and  our  Redeemer.  He  died 
for  us.  He  is  author  of  the  plan  of 
salvation.  He  was  the  "first  fruits" 
of  the  resurrection.  He  saves  us,  un- 
conditionally, from  the  effects  of 
Adam's  transgression,  and  condi- 
tionally, from  the  effects  of  our  sins. 
That  is,  He  is  our  Saviour.  He 
reconciles  us  to  the  Father. 

Joseph  Smith,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  a  prophet,  like  Moses  or  Isaiah  or 
Paul.  He  had  a  special  work  to  do 
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on  the  earth,  just  as  they  did.  Moses 
led  the  children  of  Israel  out  of 
Egypt  into  the  Promised  Land. 
Isaiah,  in  one  of  the  critical  periods 
of  Jewish  history,  pointed  the  way 
by  which  the  nation  could  escape 
certain  death  at  the  hands  of  other 
nations.  And  Paul,  a  man  of  edu- 
cation and  culture,  was  raised  up  to 
introduce  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles 
of  his  time,  to  cope  with  the  philo- 
sophies of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
world. 

Similarly  Joseph  Smith  was  set 
apart  as  a  restorer  of  that  which 
was  lost — the  Gospel  of  Christ,  with 
divine  authority  to  teach  its  princi- 
ples and  to  administer  its  ordi- 
nances. For,  after  the  death  of  the 
apostles,  the  priesthood  disappeard 
from  among  men,  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  Church  were 
altered  without  authority,  and  the 
power  of  salvation  ceased.  All  this 
had  to  be  restored.  Acting  under 
the  priesthood  conferred  upon  him 
by  three  ancient  apostles,  the 
modern  prophet  established  again 
the  Church  of  Christ  on  the  earth. 
In  addition,  through  revelations 
given  him  by  an  angel  of  the  Lord, 
he  made  known  the  existance  of  a 
people  of  whom  the  world  had 
never  heard,  and  the  dealings  of 
God  with  them. 

Joseph  Smith  as  a  restorer  of  that 
which  was  lost — that  is  the  place  of 
the  Prophet  in  the  religious  history 
of  mankind  and  his  place  in 
Mormonism." 

When  the  tragedy  at  Carthage, 
Illinois,  occurred  in  June  1844, 
people  outside  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and,  un- 
fortunately for  them,  some  inside, 
fully  expected  that  it  would  spell 
the  end  of  Mormonism. 

But  it  did  not.  On  the  contrary,  it 
stoo  I  up  under  the  ordeal  magnifi- 
cently, and  grew  in  number  and 
strength. 

Nevertheless,  the  Prophet,  in  his 
function  as  prophet  and  seer,  is  as 
necessary  today  as  he  was  during 
the  fourteen  years  of  his  presidency 
over  the  organisation.  The  late 
President  Joseph  F.  Smith  was  wont 
to  say  that,  if  Joseph  Smith  was  not 
a  prophet,  we  haven't  a  leg  to  stand 


Not  a  man  is  in  the  Church  today 
but  whose  priesthood  goes  back  to 
the  modern  Prophet.  If  the  vision 
of  John  the  Baptist  and  of  Peter, 
James  and  John  was  imaginary  and 
not  real,  we  have  no  divine  autho- 
rity in  our  Church.  And,  conversely, 
if  these  visions  were  true,  genuine, 
in  that  event,  the  men  in  our 
Church  who  hold  the  priesthood  are 
the  only  depositories  of  divine 
authority  on  earth  today,  and  their 
righteous  acts  are  divinely  approved. 


Similarly  we  might  speak  of,  say, 
the  work  that  is  now  being  done  in 
our  temples  for  the  dead  and  for 
the  living.  If  the  vision  of  Elijah  to 
the  Prophet  in  the  Kirtland  Temple 
was  a  figment  of  Joseph  Smith's 
imagination,  not  a  concrete  reality, 
we  have  wasted  our  substance,  and 
our  hopes  have  turned  to  ashes.  But 
if,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  genuine 
appearance  of  that  ancient  man  of 
God,  a  true  delivery  of  keys,  in  that 
event  millions  of  spirits,  both  here 
and  in  the  Beyond,  have  been  made 
happy  and  have  been  saved. 

That  is  what  Joseph  Smith  means 
to  men  and  women  today.  Few  men 
in  history  have  a  life  like  that.  Yes, 
Joseph  Smith  is  loved  and  revered 
by  his  followers  but  he  never  has 
and  never  will  take  the  place  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour.  What  a  lovely 
spiritual  experience  to  commemo- 
rate  their   birthdays   together. 
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TTIGH  up  in  the  steeple  hung 
-"-  the  Christmas  bells.  They  had 
hung  there  for  many,  many  years. 
Each  year  on  Christmas  Day  these 
bells  had  rung  loudly,  their  "Ding- 
Dong"  pealing  out  over  the  city 
rooftops  for  all  .to  hear. 

One  day  a  terrible  thing 
happened.  One  of  the  smallest  of 
the  bells  cracked,  and  could  ring  no 
more.  So  it  was  necessary  to  hang  a 
little  new  bell  in  it6  place. 

The  Jittle  new  bell  was  quite 
proud  to  be  chosen  for  such  a  place 
of  honour,  but  it  was  worried. 
Christmas  was  coming  very  soon. 
"What  shall  I  do?  I  do  not  know 
how  to  play  the  Christmas  music", 
cried  the  little  bell. 

"Never  mind",  said  the  other 
bells,  "you  will  know  how,  soon. 
Just  wait  and  listen  and  you  will 
know." 

So  the  little  bell  waited  and 
listened.  Each  day  the  street  below 
was  filled  with  people,  some  coming 
this  way  and  some  going  that.  At 
nighttime  the  street  was  filled  with 
lights,  some  shining  brightly  from 
the  shop  windows,  others  streaming 
from  the  headlights  of  the  moving 
automobiles.  But  the  little  bell  liked 


best  to  watdi  the  people  passing  be- 
low, and  to  try  to  .catch  what  they 
were  saying,  for  he  wanted  to  learn 
what  to  ring  on  Christmas  Day. 

One  day  an  old  man  came  by,  his 
arms  filled  with  packages.  The  little 
bell  could  hear  Jaim  saying,  "Now  I 
have  something  for  little  John,  and 
for  the  baby.  Won't  my  grand- 
children be  surprised"?  He  laughed 
happily. 

Then  came  iboys  and  girls  hurry- 
ing home  from  school,  talking  and 
laughing  together.  The  little  bell 
could  hear  them  telling  what  they 
were  going  to  give  for  Christmas. 

Soon  came  a  good  mother  walk- 
ing past  wrth  such  a  happy  face, 
carrying  piles  of  bundles.  There  wa6 
something  .far  everyone  at  .home — 
father,  brother,  sister,  baby. 

At  last  Christmas  Day  came  and 
the  Christmas  ibells  began  to  ring. 
All  the  people  stopped  to  listen  to 
the  beautiful  music  of  their  ringing. 
"Ding-Dong"  they  pealed,  just  like 
they  had  always  done.  But  then 
suddenly  there  was  a  new  sound.  It 
was  the  little  new  bell,  ringing  the 
message  it  had  learned  : 

"Loving— giving— 
Loving — giving. " 


The  Little  Christmas  Bell 


And  then  with  one  accord  all  the 
other  bells  changed  to  ring  the  same 
message  that  the  little  new  bell  was 
ringing.  And  they  all  blended  in  a 
glorious  song  of  Christmas : 

"Loving — giving — 
Loving— fgivrng." 

— Author   unknown. 
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IN  1897,  little  Virginia  Q'Hanlon, 
daughter  of  a  New  York 
physician,  wrote  to  the  Sun  News: 
"Dear  Editor:  I  am  8  years  old. 
Some  of  my  friends  say  there  is  no 
Santa  Claus.  Papa  says  if  you  see  it 
in  the  "Sun"  it's  so.  Please  tell  me 
the  truth,  is  there  a  Santa  Claus? 
.  .  .  Virginia  O'Hanlon".  It  was  not 
an  easy  assignment,  but  here  is  the 
answer. 


Is  There  a  Santa  Claus? 


"VIRGINIA,  your  little  friends 
are  wrong.  They  have  been  affected 
by  scepticism  of  a  sceptical  age. 
They  do  not  believe  except  they  see. 
They  think  nothing  can  be  compre- 
hensible by  their  little  minds.  All 
minds,  Virginia,  whether  they  be 
men's  or  children's  are  little.  In  this 
great  universe-  of  ours  man  is  a 
mere  insect,  an  ant,  in  his  intellect 
as  compared  witft  the  boundless 
world  about  him,  as  measured  by 
the  intelligence  capable  of  grasping 
the  whole  truth  and  knowledge. 

"Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a  Santa 
CTaus.  He  exists  as  certainly  as  love 
and  generosity  and  devotion  exist, 
and  you  know  that  they  abound  and 
give  to  your  life  its  highest  beauty 
and  joy.  Alas!  How  dreary  would 
be*  the  world  if  there  were  no  Santa 
Claus !  It  would  be  as  dreary  as  if 
there  were  no-  Virginias.  There 
would  be  no  romance  to  make 
tolerable  this  existence.  We  should 
have  no  enjoyment,  except  in  sense 
and  sight.  The  eternal  light  with 
which  childhood  fills  the  world 
would  be  extinguished!. 

"Not  believe  in  Santa  CTaus!  you 
might  as  well  not  believe  in  fairies! 
You  might  get  your  papa  to  hire 
men  to  watch  ir*  all  the  chimneys 


on  Christmas  Eve  to  catch  Santa 
Claus,  but  even  if  they  did  not  see 
Santa  Claus  coming  down  what 
would  that  prove?  Nobody  sees 
Santa  Claus,  but  that  is  no  sign  that 
there  is  no  Santa  Claus.  The  most 
real  things  in  the  world  are  those 
that  neither  children  nor  men  can 
see.  Did  you  ever  see  fairies  dancing 
en  the  lawn?  Of  course  not,  but 
that  is  no>  proof  that  they  are  not 
there.  Nobody  can  conceive  or 
imagine  all  the  wonders  there  are 
unseen  and  unseeable  in  the  world. 

"You  tear  apart  the  baby's  rattle 
and  see  what  makes  the  noise  inside, 
but  there  is  a  veil  covering  the  un- 
seen world  which  not  the  strongest 
man,  nor  even  the  united  strength 
of  all  the  strongest  men  that  ever 
lived,  could  tear  apart.  Only  faith, 
fancy,  poetry,  love,  romance  can 
push  aside  that  curtain  and  view 
and  picture  the  supernal  beauty 
and  glory  beyond.  Is  it  all  real? 
Ah,  Virginia,  in  all  this  world  there 
is  nothing  else  real  and  abiding. 

"No  Santa  Claus !  Thank  God  he 
lives  and  he  lives,  forever.  A  thou- 
sand years  from  now,  Virginia,  nay, 
ten  times  ten  thousand  years  from 
now,  he  will  continue  to  make  glad 
the  heart  of  childhood." 
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rr^HE  most  common  utterance  of 
•*-  the  Christmas  season  goes 
something  like  this — "What  would 
John  or  Mary  or  Mother  or  Dad 
like  for  Christmas'}"  Everyone  is 
is  anxious  to  please  a  friend  or 
loved  one,  and  that  is  how  it  should 
be.  for  the  spirit  of  Christmas  has 
its  expression  in  giving. 

The  giving  of  gifts  is  a  vicarious 
act,  symbolising  the  greatest  of  all 
gifts — "For  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlast- 
ing life".     (John  3  :  16.) 

It  had  its  beginning  with  the  wise 
men — "And  when  they  were  come 
into  the  house,  they  saw  the  young 
child  with  Mary  his  mother,  and 
fell  down,  and  worshipped  him  : 
and  when  they  had  opened  their 
treasures,  they  presented  unto  him 
gifts;  gold,  and  frankincense,  and 
myrrh".  This  practice  has  little  to 
be  desired,  for  Christian  people 
throughout  the  world  excel  in  giving 
gifts.  I  have  no  doubt  this  is  pleas- 
ing to  our  Saviour  in  so  far  as  the 
gift  is  appropriate  and  the  symbo- 
lism remembered. 

I  fear  however  that  the  great 
"symbolism"  of  Christmas  is  not 
always  remembered  and  in  far  too 
many  cases  little  understood.  Per- 
haps we  would  do  well  to  ponder 
this  for  a  little.  If  in  our  commemo- 
ration of  the  birth  of  the  Saviour 
we  think  only  of  a  babe  in  a  man- 
ger; then  later  His  maturing  to  man- 
hood; His  performance  of  miracles 
and  finally  dying  on  the  cross;  we 
have  missed  much  of  the  great  pur- 
pose for  which  He  came  into   the 


world.  These  things,  important  as 
they  are,  were  the  beginning  and 
not  the  end  of  His  never  ending 
mission  to  mankind. 

There  have  been  other  great  men 
in  the  past,  who  have  had  a  humble 
birth,  they  have  performed  mighty 
miracles  and  died  a  martyrs  death, 
what  then  is  the  difference?  To  what 
end  was  the  Saviour  born? 

Jesus  answers  this  question  in 
these  words:  "I  am  come  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  that  they  might 
have  it  more  abundantly".  (John 
10:10.)  "They"  means  you  and  me 
and  all  mankind  and  the  "abundant 
life"  is  Eternal  life  or  life  with  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

We  cannot  achieve  this  alone  for 
God  has  so  designed  that  we  "love 
our  neighbour",  and  do  all  things 
that  He  has  commanded  us  to  do. 

Our  greatest  challenge  as  follow- 
ers of  Christ,  is  to  create  what  Peter 
had  in  mind  when  he  wrote;  "But 
ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal 
priesthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  pecu- 
liar   people,    that    ye    should    shew 


CHRISTMAS- 


forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath 
called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his 
marvellous  light:  Which  in  time 
past  were  not  a  people,  but  are  now 
the  people  of  God :  which  had  not 
obtained  mercy,  but  now  have 
obtained  mercy".  (1  Peter  2  :  9-10). 
The  Saviour  prayed  for  His 
Apostles  in  these  words :  "And  the 
glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I  have 
given  them;  that  they  may  be  one, 
even  as  we  are  one :  I  in  them  and 
thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made 
perfect  in  one;  and  that  the  world 
may  know  that  thou  has  sent  me, 
and  hast  loved  them,  as  thou  hast 
loved  me".  (John  17  :  22-23).  And 
then  the  Master  included  all  who 
believe  on  Him  when  he  said, 
"Neither  pray  I  for  these  alone,  but 
for  them  also  which  shall  believe 
on  me  through  their  word;  That 
they  all  may  be  one;  as  thou, 
Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee, 
that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us : 
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that  the  world  may  believe  that 
thou  hast  sent  Me."  (John  17: 
20-21). 

The  Apostle  Paul  expresses  hope 
of  unity  for  the  Christian  family  in 
his  epistle  to  the  Ephesians :  "I 
therefore  the  prisoner  of  the  Lord, 
beseech  you  that  ye  walk  worthy  of 
the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are 
called,  with  all  lowliness  and  meek- 
ness, with  longsuffering,  forbearing 
one  another  in  love;  Endeavouring 
to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace.  There  is  one 
body,  one  faith,  one  baptism." 

"And  He  gave  some,  apostles; 
and  some,  prophets;  and  some, 
evangelist;  and  some,  pastors  and 
teachers;  For  the  perfecting  of  the 
saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of 
Christ;  Till  we  all  come  in  the  unity 
of  the  faith  and  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man, 
unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fulness  of  Christ :  That  we 
henceforth  be  no  no  more  children, 
tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about 


A  SYMBOL 
OF  UNITY 


— President  Glen  G.  Fisher. 

Not  only  is  this  true  as  it  relates 
to  churches  but  it  is  equally  true 
in  respect  to  individuals.  All  of  us 
would  do  well  to  examine  our  atti- 
tude and  our  deeds  and  make  sure 
our  love  for  the  Lord  is  real  and 
exemplified  through  gifts  acceptable 
to  Him. 

That  there  is  need  for  unity  there 
can  be  little  doubt.  To  emphasize 
this  fact  I  refer  to  a  recent  article 
appearing  in  Look  magazine.  The 
article  records  the  words  of  some  of 
the  world's  most  prominent  religi- 
ous leaders — space  will  permit  only 
two. 

Bishop  Henry  Knox  Sherill, 
President  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  says :  "I  can't  believe  that 
Christ  wanted  to  establish  250  sects. 
In  the  mind  of  God,  there  must  be 
"one  Church." 

Then  this  statement  from  Mrs. 
O.  B.  Reeves  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark., 
although  not  a  Latter-day  Saint  yet 
she  sums  up  our  view  point 
perfectly :  "Whenever  you  find  a 
group  of  people  teaching  the  doc- 
trine the  apostles  of  Christ  taught, 
practising  the  same  simple  worship 
they  and  the  first  disciples  practised, 
wearing  the  same  name,  religiously 
that  they  wore,  you  will  find  proof 
that  there  can  be  Christian  unity. 
But  do  not  look  for  it  to  come 
through  the  mind  of  man — be  he 
Pope  or  ecclesiastic — or  through  the 
minds  of  any  synod  or  council  of 
men.  It  came  through  the  Mind  of 
God  nearly  2,000  years  ago  and  He 
gave  us  the  pattern  foi  it  in  the  New 

(Continued  on  page  332) 


with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the 
sleight  of  men,  and  cunning  crafti- 
ness whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  de- 
ceive." (Ephesians  4    :    1-5,  11-14.) 

These  few  verses  of  scripture  have 
great  implication  and  particularly 
for  our  time.  They  bespeak  the 
Lords  message  for  unity  which 
would  bring  peace  and  goodwill  to 
mankind. 

The  Christian  world  professes 
love  for  the  Master,  yet  many  fail 
to  place  at  His  feet  the  gifts  He 
most  desires.  Thus  I  repeat  again 
the  symbol  of  our  gifts  at  Christ- 
mastide  is  lost  because  we  are  not 
in  harmony  or  in  unity  with  each 
other. 

If  we  were  as  anxious  to  please 
the  Saviour  as  we  are  our  loved 
ones  and  friends  then  our  gifts  to 
the  Master  would  be  far  different 
and  we  could  achieve  unity  and  the 
Christmas  spirit  would  have  real 
meaning  and  purpose  in  our  lives. 
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/\N  THE  24th  day  of  December, 
^*  1818,  in  Hallein,  an  age-old 
village  in  the  Austrian  Alps,  Father 
Joseph  Mohr  sat  alone  in  his  study, 
reading  the  Bible.  All  through  the 
valley  the  children  were  filled  with 
excitement,  for  it  was  Holy  Eve,  and 
they  could  stay  up  for  Midnight 
Mass.  On  their  way  down  the  open, 
frozen  paths  they  carried  rush 
lights,  so  that  from  the  village  the 
valley  looked  like  a  huge  Christmas 
tree  with  a  hundred  moving  candles. 

The  young  Priest  had  no  eyes  for 
the  valley  that  was  so  festively 
lighted.  With  open  Bible,  he  sat  at 
his  oaken  study  table  working  on  a 
sermon  for  the  midnight  service.  He 
read  again  the  story  of  the  shepherds 
in  the  fields  to  whom  the  angel 
came  and  said :  "Unto  you  is  born 
this  day  in  the  City  of  David  a 
Saviour  .  .  ." 

Just  as  Father  Mohr  read  this 
passage  a  knock  sounded  at  his 
door.  He  admitted  a  peasant  woman 
wrapped  in  a  coarse  shawl  who  told 
him  of  a  child  born  earlier  that  day 
to  a  poor  charcoal-maker's  wife 
living  on  one  of  the  highest  alps  in 
his  parish.  The  parents  had  sent  her 
to  ask  the  priest  to  come  and  bless 
the  infant,  that  it  might  live  and 
prosper. 


kept  turning  into  verse,  and  when 
dawn  broke  Father  Mohr  had 
written  a  poem.  And  on  Christmas 
Day  his  friend,  Franz  Xavier 
Gruber,  music  teacher  in  the  village 
school,  composed  music  to  fit  the 
verses. 

Village  children  heard  the  priest 
and  the  teacher  singing.  The  church 
organ  was  out  of  order,  so  the  pair 
were  using  what  they  had — two 
voices  and  a  guitar,  which  Franz 
Gruber  played.  "After  all",  they 
said,  "the  Lord  can  hear  us  without 
an  organ." 

They  did  not  know  that  this 
anniversary  of  Christ's  birthday  was 
also  the  birthday  of  a  great  Christ- 
mas hymn  that  would  be  known 
in  all  lands  where  there  is  a  Christ- 
mas, and  that  four  little  children 
would  one  day  start  it  on  its  way 
to  fame. 

Of  all  the  youngsters  in  the 
Zillertal  valley  in  the  Austrian  Trol, 
the  ones  with  the  most  beautiful 
voices  were  the  four  Strasser 
children,  Caroline,  Joseph,  Andreas 
and  little  Amalie,  who  was  called 
Maly,  and  was  so  young  that  she 
couldn't  pronounce  the  words 
correctly.  "Those  Strassers",  the 
people  used  to  say,  "sing  just  like 
the  nightingales." 


"S>ong  from  2|eaben" 


Father  Mohr  was  strangely  moved 
on  his  visit  to  the  poorly  lighted 
ramshackle  hut  where  the  young 
mother  lay  on  the  crude  bed  smiling 
happily,  with  her  baby  asleep  in  her 
arms.  The  scene  certainly  did  not 
resemble  the  manger  in  the  City  of 
David,  yet  the  last  words  he  had 
read  in  his  Bible  suddenly  seemed 
to  be  addressed  to  him.  Returning 
to  the  valley,  he  saw  that  the  dark 
slopes  were  alight  with  the  torches 
of  the  mountaineers  on  their  way  to 
church,  and  from  all  the  villages  far 
and  near  bells  began  to  ring. 

To  Father  Mohr  a  true  Christmas 
miracle  had  come  to  pass.  Sitting  in 
his  study  after  the  midnight  service 
he  tried  to  put  down  on  paper  what 
had   happened   to   him.   The  words 


Like  the  nightingales,  too,  every 
spring  the  four  children  travelled 
northward  to  Leipzig,  in  the  king- 
dom of  Saxony,  the  site  of  the  great 
annual  Trade  Fair.  For  their  parents 
were  glovemakers,  and  it  was  the 
children's  job  to  display  and  sell  the 
chamois  gloves  that  were  sought  far 
and  wide. 

Leipzig,  at  Fair  Time,  was  an 
exciting  city  and  the  youngsters 
from  the  Zillertal  at  times  felt  lost 
in  the  bright  and  curious  crowd.  But 
they  did  just  what  they  did  at  home 
when  their  spirits  needed  lifting — 
they  sang  together.  The  song  they 
sang  most,  because  it  was  their 
favourite,  was  "Song  from  Heaven." 

Karl  Mauracher,  the  famous 
Zillertaler  organ  builder,  had  taught 
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the  children  the  song.  Once  he  had 
been  called  to  a  neigbouring  village 
to  repair  an  organ,  and  when  his 
work  was  done  he  had  asked  the 
organist  to  try  it  out.  The  organist 
was  Franz  Gruber  and  somehow  he 
slipped  in  to  the  Christmas  melody 
he  had  composed  for  Father  Mohr. 

"I  never  heard  that  song  before", 
the  organ  builder  said,  with  awe  in 
his  voice.  "Would  you  mind  if  I 
took  it  with  me?  The  people  where 
I  live  would  appreciate  it".  Gruber 
had  offered  to  write  it  down,  but 
Mauracher  told  him  not  to  bother — 
he  had  hundreds  of  songs  in  his 
head  and  one  more  would  make  no 
difference. 

The  song  quickly  became  popular 
in  his  valley,  and  was  called  "Song 
from  Heaven".  The  organ  builder 
didn't  realise  that  he  had  brought 
back  a  truly  valuable  gift  from  two 
unknown  composers  to  the  entire 
world. 

The  children  found  the  song's 
charm  worked  in  the  busy  city; 
passers-by  stopped  to  listen  and 
were  enchanted  by  the  beautiful, 
melodius  tune.  One  day  an  elderly 
gentleman,  who  introduced  himself 
as  Mr.  Pohlenz,  Director  General 
of  Music  in  the  kingdom  of 
Saxony,  gave  them  tickets  to  one  of 
the     concerts     that     he     conducted 


Tyrolean  airs. 

The  announcement  took  the 
youngsters'  breath  away,  and  their 
faces  flamed  as  people  began  to 
applaud.  "Let's  just  shut  our  eyes 
and  pretend  we're  singing  at  home", 
Maly  whispered  to  the  others. 

Their  first  song  was  "Song  from 
Heaven",  and  when  they  had 
finished  it  there  was  a  moment  of 
almost  reverent  quiet  before 
applause  broke  loose.  They  sang  all 
the  songs  they  knew,  and  when  they 
knew  no  more,  they  sang  "Song 
from  Heaven"  again. 

The  audience  was  still  shouting 
for  more  when  a  gentlemen  in  uni- 
form came  up  on  the  platform  and 
said  that  their  Majesties  desired  to 
receive  the  singers. 

"That  was  very  pretty  indeed", 
the  King  said  after  the  children  had 
been  introduced.  "We've  never 
heard  that  Christmas  song  before. 
What  is  it?" 

"It  is  a  Tyrolean  folk  song,  Your 
Majesty",  said  Joseph. 

"Won't  you  come  to  the  castle 
and  sing  it  at  Christmas"?  the 
Queen  asked.  "Our  children  will 
love  it." 

So  it  happened  that  on  Holy  Eve 
of  the  year  1832,  in  the  Royal  Saxon 
Court      Chapel      in      Pleissenburg 
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regularly  in  the  Gewandhaus — the 
ancient  guild  house  of  the  drapers 
of  Leipzig.  The  youngsters  were 
delighted. 

When  they  entered  the  brilliantly 
lighted  auditorium  filled  with  silk- 
hatted  gentlemen  and  ladies  in  rust- 
ling gowns,  they  felt  timid  and  were 
glad  to  be  led  to  inconspicuous  seats 
beneath  the  platform.  They  were 
still  rapt  and  glowing  at  the 
concert's  end,  when  the  shock  came. 
For  Mr.  Pohlenz  rose  to  announce 
that  there  were  four  children 
present,  with  the  finest  voices  he 
had  heard  for  years.  They  might  be 
persuaded  to  treat  Their  Royal 
Majesties,  the  King  and  Queen  of 
Saxony,  who  were  present,  and  the 
audience    to    some    of   their   lovely 


Castle,  the  Strasser  children  sang  at 
the  end  of  the  Christmas  services: 
Silent  night,  holy  night — 
Alt  is  calm,  all  is  bright, 
Round  yon  Virgin,  Mother  and 

Child; 
Holy    Infant,    so    tender    and 

mild, 
Sleep  in  heavenly  peace — 
Sleep  in  heavenly  peace. 
And  on   that  Christmas   Eve  the 
song   bid  the   children   farewell,   to 
spread  quietly  round  the  world. 

For  years,  on  each  Holy  Eve, 
"Silent  Night"  was  sung  in  the 
village  of  Hallein,  in  the  house 
where  Gruber  lived  and  died,  by  a 
choir  accompanied  by  Gruber's 
grandson,  who  used  his  grand- 
(Concluded   on   page   337) 
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Vl^HILE  contemplating  the  tempo 
*  »     of  the  present  world  and  its 
mad    race   with    time.    I    found    this 
story  by  an  unknown  author: 

"In  Bethlehem,  in  the  year  A.D. 
1,  there  was  a  little  Inn,  well  kept 
and  carefully  tended.  To  its  owner, 
and  to  the  people  of  the  town  it  was 
an  important  Inn,  but  to  the  world 
outside,  it  meant  nothing — nothing 
at  all. 

"Fate  could  have  made  that  Inn 
the  most  famous  Inn  in  history, 
small  as  it  was,  and  humble  as  it 
was.  It's  name  could  have  been 
greater  than  the  names  of  all  the 
kingdoms,  all  the  castles,  all  the 
cities  and  cathedrals  in  the  world. 

"But — the  little  Inn  was  too  busy! 
When  Joseph  and  Mary  knocked  at 


TOO 


its  door,  the  Inn  was  full.  Rich  men 
were  within  its  doors;  money  was 
flowing  freely;  the  keeper  was  busy; 
the  maids  were  busy;  the  Inn  was 
busy — too  busy  for  the  greatest 
thing  that  ever  happened  to  it;  too 
busy  to  open  its  doors  to  the  greatest 
event  in  all  of  history;  too  busy, 
even,  to  place  its  own  name  among 
the  immortals." 

In  this  age  we  are  also  too  busy. 
Too  busy  to  take  time  to  teach  our 
children  the  true  significance  of 
Christmas,  to  teach  them  the  mean- 
ing of  Santa  Claus,  his  true  spirit, 
the  origin  of  Santa.  Do  we  tell  and 
re-tell  the  story  of  the  Nativity?  Do 
we  teach  that  Christmas  is  love? 
Are  we  too  busy  to  lend  a  hand;  too 
busy  to  stop  for  a  friendly  chat;  too 
busy  to  understand? 

Even  though  we  make  a  special 
effort  to  do  these  things  at  Christ- 
mas, do  we  feel  too  busy  to  carry 
it  over  during  the  year?  Do  we  take 


help?    Do    we    stop    to    share   with 
others,  the  lovely  things  we  enjoy? 
The  beautiful  thing  about  Christ- 
mas is  that  it  signifies  all  of  these 
things  or  should  do,  if  we  let  it.  The 
poet  expresses  it  in  this  manner: 
"Christmas      stretches      further 
than  our  love  for  one  another 
It    reaches    to    every   man    and 
makes  each  one  our  brother. 
Christmas     is     God's     shining 

love 
Expressed  in  human  birth 
To  make  us  as  in  heaven  above 
One  family  here  on  earth." 


BUSY 


Van  Dyke  gives  the  thought  that 
the  real  beauty  of  Christmas  is 
when  it  is  kept  the  whole  year 
through  by: 

"...  being  willing  to  forget  what 
you  have  done  for  other  people  and 
to  remember  what  other  people 
have  done  for  you.  To  ignore  what 
the  world  owes  you  and  to  think 
what  you  owe  the  world. 


by    Holly   W.   Fisher 


time  in  our  lives  for  giving,  giving 
of  ourselves,  for  serving,  for 
praying,  acknowledging  our  bless- 
ings? Or  is  it  just  in  time  of  need 
we  take  time  to  kneel  and  plead  for 


"Are  you  willing  to  stoop  down 

and  consider  the  needs  and  desires 

of  little  children?  To  remember  the 

weaknesses  and  loneliness  of  people 

(Concluded  on  page  338) 
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IN  the  service  of  the  Lord,  I've 
seen  some  miraculous — well,  I 
shouldn't  say  miraculous;  it  is  the 
normal  experience  of  the  priesthood 
— things  happen.  I  can  bear  witness 


an  unusual  boy".  He  was  eight  or 
nine  years  of  age.  After  they  put  the 
usual  coverings  on  us,  we  went  in, 
and  we  blessed  that  boy.  It  was  one 
of  those  occasions  when  I  knew  as  I 


by    Matthew    Cowley 


that  God  can  work  through  His 
priesthood  and  that  He  does  work 
through  it.  I  know  that  without  any 
question  of  doubt.  I've  had  too 
many  experiences.  I'm  an  expert 
witness  about  these  things. 

I  was  once  called  to  the  County 
Hospital  in  Salt  Lake  City  by  a 
mother.  I  didn't  know  her.  She  said 
her  boy  was  dying  from  polio  and 


Eealttp  of 


asked  if  I  would  come  down  and 
give  that  boy  a  blessing.  So  I  picked 
up  a  young  bishop  whom  I  generally 
take  with  me,  for  I  think  his  faith 
is  greater  than  mine,  and  I  always 
like  him  along.  We  went  down 
there,  and  here  was  this  young  lad 
in  an  iron  lung,  unconscious,  his 
face  rather  a  blackish  colour,  with 
a  tube  in  his  troat,  and  they  said 
he  had  a  tube  lower  down  in  his 
abdomen.  He  had  been  flown  from 
an  outlying  community.  The  mother 
said  to  me,  "This  is  an  unusual  boy. 
Not  because  he's  my  child,  but  he  is 


laid  my  hands  upon  that  lad  that  he 
was  an  unusual  boy,  and  he  had 
faith.  Having  faith  in  his  faith,  I 
blessed  him  to  get  well  and 
promised  him  he  would. 

It  was  a  few  weeks  before  I  heard 
any  more  about  him.  I  was  on  my 
way  to  Murray  to  conference;  I 
dropped  in  the  County  Hospital, 
and  asked  if  I  might  see  the  lad. 
The  nurse  said,  "Certainly.  Walk 
right  down  the  hall."  As  I  walked 
down  the  hall,  out  came  the  boy 
running  to  meet  me.  He  ran  up  and 
asked,  "Are  you  Brother  Cowley?" 

And  I  said,  "Yes." 

He  said,  "I  want  to  thank  you  for 
that  prayer".  He  added,  "I  was  un- 
conscious then,  wasn't  I?" 

I  replied,  "You  certainly  were." 

He  said,  "That's  the  reason  why 
I  don't  recognise  you".  Then  he 
asked,  "Come  in  my  room;  I  want 
to  talk  to  you".  He  was  an  unusual 
boy.  Well,  we  went  in  the  room.  He 


iWtraclesi 


still  had  a  tube  in  his  throat.  I  said. 
"How  long  are  you  going  to  have 
that  tube  there?" 

He  said,  "Oh,  two  weeks.  Two 
more  weeks,  and  then  I'm  all  well. 
How  about  another  blessing?" 

So  I  said,  "Certainly".  I  blessed 
him  again.  I  was  in  a  hurry.  I 
wanted  to  get  out  to  my  conference. 
But  he  stopped  me  and  asked,  "Hey. 
how  about  my  partner  in  the  next 
bed?"  There  was  a  young  fellow 
about  16  or  17. 

I  said,  "What  do  you  mean?" 

He  said.  "Don't  go  without 
blessing  him.  He's  my  partner. 

I  said,  "Sure".  Then  I  asked  the 
boy,  "Would  you  like  a  blessing?" 

He  said,  "Yes,  sir.  I'm  a  teacher 
in    the    Aaronic    Priesthood    in   my 
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ward".  I  blessed  him,  and  then  my 
little  friend  went  and  brought 
another  fellow  in.  Here  was  another 
partner.  And  I  blessed  him. 

Now,  except  ye  believe  as  a  child, 
you  can't  receive  these  blessings. 
You  have  to  have  the  faith  of  a 
child  in  order  to  believe  in  these 
things,  especially  when  you  reach 
college  age,  and  your  minds  are  full 
of  scepticism  and  doubt.  I  guess 
there  are  some  things  that  you 
should  doubt.  But  you  can  become 
as  little  children  in  these  things. 
Miracles  are  commonplace. 

In  1851  or  1852,  Parley  P.  Pratt 
wrote  a  book  called  The  Key  to 
Theology.  In  that  book  he  said  the 
day  would  come  (these  were  not  his 
exact  words),  when  man  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  going  along  the 
surface  of  the  earth  at  the  rate  of 
60,  70,  80  or  90  miles  an  hour,  but 
we  would  use  the  air  and  go  at  the 
rate  of  1,000  miles  an  hour.  Now  in 
1852  when  he  wrote  that  he  was 
"crazy",  wasn't  he?  He  was  "mad" 
— but  he  was  a  prophet.  Today  it  is 
commonplace.  The  boy  prophet 
went  into  the  grove  and  prayed — a 
young  lad  with  simple  faith.  He 
opened  up  his  heart  to  God.  He 
apparently  reached  out  and  by 
prayer  got  under  his  control  the 
proper  channels,  and  God  and  the 
Son  came  down  and  appeared  to 
him. 

The  Master  can  come  down  with- 
in the  range  of  man's  vision  because 
He  has  more  control  over  those 
elements  out  there  than  man  does 
himself.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
said  that  Moroni  appeared  to  him 
in  his  bedroom.  I've  stood  there  and 
wondered  how  he  got  through  those 
walls,  how  he  came  in.  Now  I  don't 


doubt  any  more  about  the  Angel 
Moroni  coming  into  the  prophet's 
home.  Man  hasn't  yet  harnessed  all 
of  these  elements.  He's  working  at 
it  and  meeting  with  great  success. 

I  was  on  an  island  down  in 
French  Oceania  one  Sunday  after- 
noon. I  started  fooling  with  the 
radio;  I  don't  know  whether  you're 
supposed  to  play  radios  on  Sunday 
afternoon  or  not,  but  I  started 
turning  the  dials,  and  all  of  a 
sudden  I  heard  the  voice  of  Richard 
L.  Evans  from  the  tabernacle  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  The  strange  thing  about 
it  was  that  I  wasn't  in  contact  with 
Salt  Lake  City,  I  was  in  tune  with 
a  station  in  Houston,  Texas.  That 
station  was  getting  the  programme 
from  Salt  Lake  City,  and  I  was 
picking  it  up  from  Houston.  I  can't 
explain  these  things.  Some  can.  But 
I  had  an  instrument  there  which 
man  had  invented  so  that  he  could 
bring  under  his  control  and  direc- 
tion those  elements  out  there. 

God  does  have  control  of  all  of 
these  elements.  You  and  I  can  reach 
out,  and  if  it's  His  will,  we  can 
bring  those  elements  under  our  con- 
trol for  His  purposes.  I  know  that 
God  lives.  I  know  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ.  I  know  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  a  prophet  of  God.  And  if  there 
ever  was  a  miracle  it  is  this  Church 
which  has  grown  to  its  present 
greatness  in  the  earth. 

If  from  the  prayer  of  a  boy  who 
was  persecuted,  who  was  driven 
from  pillar  to  post,  whose  life  was 
taken,  who  has  been  branded  as  the 
greatest  fraud  that  ever  lived  on  the 
American  continent,  can  come  this 
Church,  it  is  the  greatest  miracle  of 
modern  history.  It's  a  miracle  of 
God  our  Father. 


CHRISTMAS  —  Continued 

Testament.  Lets  go  back  to  the 
pattern.  It's  as  simple  as  that  .  .  ." 
We  could  add  to  this  the  need  of  a 
Prophet  of  God  and  then  the 
pattern  would  be  complete. 

As    we    approach    the    Christmas 
season   this   year   may   we   all   give 
serious  consideration  to  these  sym 
bolisms,   that   are   so    important   to 
the  continuance  of  Christendom. 

We   must   face   the   fact   that   we 
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live  in  a  hostile  world  where  over 
Kvo  thirds  of  its  population  do  not 
believe  in  Christ.  One  writer  has 
said :  "Christian  churches  cannot 
afford  the  luxurv  of  division." 

As  members  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
our  duty  is  clear.  We  should  first 
exemplify  from  within  this  oneness 
and  unity  that  the  Saviour  hoped 
(Concluded   on   page    333) 
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Appreciation 


rpHIS  has  been  a  wonderful  year 
-*-  for  us.  We  don't  know  where 
to  begin  to  enumerate  the  many 
blessings  that  have  been  ours  this 
past  year.  We  are  deeply  grateful 
to  all  the  Saints  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Mission  who  have  been  so  kind 
and  good  to  us  when  we  have 
visited  them  in  their  various  Bran- 
ches in  the  Union  and  Federation. 
It  has  been  a  wonderful  experience 
to  have  our  daughter  Marlene  serv- 
ing a  mission  in  this  wonderful  land 
of  ours.  And  to  the  Saints  in 
Durban  and  Mowbray,  we  wish  to 
express  our  heartfelt  thanks  for 
their  love  and  care  they  extended 
to  Marlene. 

It  has  been  a  wonderful  experi- 
ence to  travel  around  the  Transvaal, 
Natal  and  Free  State  Branches 
periodically  and  meet  and  worship 
with  the  Saints.  Our  tour  of  the 
Rhodesian  Branches  with  our  be- 
loved President  and  Sister  Fisher 
will  live  forever  in  our  memories. 
We  especially  wish  to  thank  them 


for  this  great  opportunity  that  they 
gave  us  and  for  their  unstinting  love 
and  consideration  extended  to  us  al 
all  times. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  testimony 
that  we  have  of  the  Divinity  of  the 
Restored  Gospel.  We  are  thankful 
for  the  privilege  and  honour  that 
has  been  ours  to  serve  the  Lord  in 
a  small  way.  We  are  thankful  for 
the  wonderful  work  the  missionaries 
are  doing  in  this  land,  and  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  ever  bless  them 
and  take  care  of  them. 

To  President  and  Sister  Fisher, 
Gary  and  Dianne,  the  Missionaries 
and  all  the  members  in  the  South 
African  and  Federation  Branches, 
all  those  in  other  lands  that  we 
know  and  those  we  haven't  had  the 
privilege  of  knowing,  we  send  our 
best  wishes  for  a  very  happy  Christ- 
mas. May  the  New  Year  bring  to 
all  the  choicest  blessings  of  peace 
of  mind,  joy  and  prosperity  is  our 
humble  prayer. 
— President  and  Sister  I.  C.  Louw 


CHRISTMAS  —  Concluded 

for  and  then  proclaim  to  those 
around  us  the  added  knowledge 
that  has  come  through  the  Resto- 
ration of  the  gospel.  Our  gifts 
to  our  loved  ones  can  symbolise  the 
true  spirit  of  Christmas  only  if  we 
have  learned — "To  seek  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God  .  .  .  ",  And  say 
without  reservation  "Thy  Kingdom 
Come.  Thy  will  Be  done  In  Earth 
As  it  Is  In  Heaven." 

What  a  wonderful  world  this 
would  be  if  Christian  people  every- 
where would  make  Christmas  a 
symbol  of  unity  and  then  strive 
throughout  the  year  to  bring  into 
fruition  the  prayer  of  the   Saviour 


for  all  mankind;  "Holy  Father; 
keep  through  thine  own  name  those 
.  .  .  which  shall  believe  on  me  .  .  . 
that  they  may  be  one,  even  as  we 
are  one." 

To  the  members  and  our  friends 
in  South  Africa  we  extend  the 
seasons  greetings.  May  God  bless 
you  all  with  the  righteous  desires 
of  your  hearts.  We  honour  and  love 
you  and  express  our  heart  felt  desire 
that  you  might  continue  to  let  us 
serve  among  you.  May  the  spirit  of 
unity  and  love  abound  in  the  church 
to  the  end  that  men  seeing  your 
good  works  will  be  lead  to  "glorify 
Our  Father  Which  is  in  Heaven." 


They  err  who  think  Santa  Claus  comes  down  the  chimney;  he  really 
enters  through  the  heart. 
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A  Picture  Review  of  Past  Events 

1.  Completion  of  chapel  at  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 

2.  Elder  Harold  B.  Lee,  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve,  tours 
the  Mission. 

3.  Bulawayo,  Salisbury,  and  Welkom  Branches  placed  under 
local  leadership. 

4.  South  African  Missionary  Convention  at  "Cumorah." 

5.  M.I.A.  Convention  at  "Raman". 

6.  Proteas  sent  to  October  General  Conference  in  Salt  Lake 
City. 

7.  A  large  number  of  local  missionaries  labouring  in  the 
field. 

8.  Book  of  Mormon  translation  into  Afrikaans  begun. 

HISTORY  IN  THE  MAKING 


THE  KING   OF  GLORY 

Easter  Cantata  by  Ramah 
Choir  (Augmented) 

Those  members  of  the 
Church  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  attend  the  M.I.A. 
Convention  at  Ramah  last 
Easter,  will  remember  the 
rendering  of  the  Cantata,  "The 
King  of  Glory".  This  perfor- 
mance was  professionally  re- 
corded and  extracts  have  been 
made  on  a  longplaying  record 
that  runs  for  the  best  part  of 
an  hour.  If  any  members  wish 
to  have  a  copy  sent  to  them, 
they  should  remit  £2  to :  The 
Branch  President,  Ramah 
Branch,  1  Hunter  Street,  High- 
lands, Johannesburg,  and  a 
copy  will  be  posted  to  them. 
Please  do  not  forget  your  name 
and  address. 

This  is  an  opportunity  that 
should  not  be  lost. 


.^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ V 


OBITUARY 


fX>HE  South  African  Mission 
-*■  mourns  the  passing  of  two  of 
its  beloved  members  recently.  Sister 
Eleanor  Harriet  Cherrett  of  Mow- 
bray Branch  passed  away  October 
31,  1959  at  the  home  of  Brother 
Alwin  Park.  Sister  Cherrett  was 
born  in  1875  and  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Church  since  she 
was  baptized  in  1908.  She  will  long 
be  remembered  as  one  who  loved 
children  and  enjoyed  helping  others. 

Sister  Elizabeth  Peteronelle  Neale 
of  Mowbray  Branch  died  November 
9,  1959  at  the  Conradie  Hospital 
after  several  years  illness.  Sister 
Neale  was  born  in  1876  and  was 
baptized  in  1928.  She  has  always 
been  a  source  of  inspiration  and  joy 
to  all  who  met  her  even  though  she 
suffered  greatly  the  last  years  of  her 
life. 

The  Saints  in  the  South  African 
Mission  extend  their  sympathy  to 
those  who  mourn  the  passing  of 
these  loved  ones. 
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PRIMARY 


"Peace  on  Earth,  Good 
Will  towards  Men** 


\  T  this  Christmas  Season  our 
■£*-  attention  is  once  again  reve- 
rently turned  toward  Him,  who  was 
born  amid  the  humblest  circum- 
stances in  the  City  of  David,  Jesus 
the  Christ,  the  Only  Begotten  of  the 
Father  in  the  flesh. 

For  generations  men  have 
listened  to  the  sweet  simple  account 
of  His  birth,  and  gratitude  has  filled 
their  hearts  and  hope  burned  anew 
in  them. 

This  message  of  peace  and  good 
will  toward  men,  is  the  thing  which 
has  illuminated  the  Christmas 
Season  for  nearly  2000  years.  The 
peace  that  the  message  of  the 
Master  brings  is  an  enduring  peace; 
it  is  a  peace  that  the  forces  of  evil 
cannot  destroy;  it  is  an  inner  state 
of  tranquility;  it  is  freedom  from 
fear,  agitating  passions,  conflicting 
emotions.  It  is  a  peace  which  is 
available  to  everyone,  if  he  will  but 
open  his  heart  to  receive  it.  Those 
whose  testimonies  are  sufficiently 
strong  know  peace,  for  they  have  at 
their  command  a  knowledge  and  a 
spiritual  strength  which  gives  them 
an  inner  peace  that  surmounts  the 
most  powerful  destruction  forces. 
Those  who  have  within  their  hearts 
a  testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the 
Christ  are  reminded  at  this  Christ- 
mas Season  of  their  responsibility 
to  those  children  of  the  Father  who 
have  not  seen  the  light,  even  to 
those  who  have  forgotten  that  they 
are  children  of  the  Father  and  who 
disregard  His  message  of  "Peace  on 
Earth." 

For  nearly  2000  years  now  men 
have  been  stumbling  along  trying  to 
find  something  better  than  the 
gospel  of  the  Master;  and  what  has 
it  profited  them?  The  longer  they 
search  the  farther  they  get  from  the 
goal. 

They  have  hoped  to  guide 
humanity  to  a  better  way,  but  their 


torch  is  dim  and  flickering,  and 
threatens  to  be  extinguished  by  each 
new  revelation  of  truth,  their  poor 
misguided  efTorts  have  brought  the 
world  to  a  sorry  crisis. 

But  the  outlook  is  by  no  means 
hopeless,  so  long  as  one  righteous 
nation  stands,  there  is  assurance 
that  the  treasures  of  the  ages  shall 
be  held  inviolate  and  that  truth  shall 
not  perish  from  the  earth. 

The  things  that  make  men  decent 
and  self-respecting  must  be  held  in 
trust  by  the  freemen  of  the  earth, 
for  generations  yet  unborn.  There 
must  be  no  blacking  out  of  these 
high  values  because  of  indifference. 
Unless  we  are  attuned  to  the  truth, 
how  can  we  recognize  real  values? 

Truth  is  that  precious  and  endur- 
ing gift  of  divinity  to  man  to  make 
men  free.  Christ  came  to  bring  the 
true  pattern  of  life  to  mankind.  It 
was  so  precious  that  He  was  willing 
to  die  for  it.  In  its  long  journey 
down  the  years,  it  has  not  lost  any 
of  its  worth  or  beauty.  Its  guiding 
light  reaches  out  across  the  world. 
By  following  the  light  men  may 
walk  out  of  the  narrow  streets  of 
chaos  and  despair  on  to  the  broad 
highway  of  law  and  order;  of  good 
fellowship  and  brotherly  love. 

The  gospel  is  for  every  nation, 
kindred,  tongue  and  people.  A  uni- 
versal acceptance  of  its  truths  will 
bring  a  logical  solution  to  all  the 
problems  of  life,  for  it  is  the  key 
to  eternal  peace,  joy  and  progress. 
It  brings  assurance,  comfort  and 
forward-looking  hope.  It  is  radiant 
with  the  light  of  truth.  Did  not  the 
Saviour  say:  "I  am  the  light  of  the 
world.  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  the 
life.  Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled, 
neither  let  it  be  afraid.  Peace  I 
leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  un- 
to you." 

f      Johanna  Fourie,  Mission 
Primary   Supervisor 


"Part  of  the  magic  of  Christmas  is  the  way  it  brings  out  the  best  in 
people."  — Louis  E.   Thayer. 
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GEIEALOGY 


MY  Christmas  greeting  is  this 
inspiring  article  by  Elder 
Archibald  F.  Bennett,  general  secre- 
tary of  the  Genealogical  Society. 

"The  Saviour  related  this  impres- 
sive parable:  'What  man  of  you, 
having  an  hundred  sheep,  if  he  lose 
one  of  them,  doth  not  leave  the 
ninety  and  nine  in  the  wilderness, 
and  go  after  that  which  is  lost,  un- 
til he  find  it? 

'And  when  he  hath  found  it,  he 
layeth  it  on  his  shoulders,  rejoicing. 
And  when  he  cometh  home,  he 
calleth  together  his  friends  and 
neighbours,  saying  unto  them,  Re- 
joice with  me;  for  I  have  found  my 
sheep  which  was  lost.' 

"A  small  boy  was  lost  in  the 
darkness  of  night  on  the  prairie  in, 
Alberta,  Canada.  His  parents 
searched  all  night  without  success. 
The  next  day  many  neighbours  and 
friends  joined  in  the  hunt;  more 
came  the  second  day,  and  also  the 
Mounted  Police  with  bloodhounds. 
They  trailed  the  lost  little  one  to 
where  his  footsteps  entered  the 
brink  of  the  river. 

"The  third  day  five  hundred  men 
joined  in  the  search,  and  in  a 
long  line  advanced,  scanning  every 
foot  of  ground  along  the  river  for 
miles.  Finally,  they  found  the  boy, 
lying  over  a  log,  face  downwards 
in  the  water — drowned. 

"That  was  only  a  little  fellow, 
scarcely  known  to  the  people  of  the 
town,  yet  at  the  call  to  save 
they  turned  out  en  masse.  What  a 
testimony  of  the  eagerness  in  the 
heart  of  all  to  help  where  help  is 
needed. 


"More  recently  we  read  of  little 
Kathy  Fiscus  who  stumbled  into  an 
open  well  pipe  in  California.  The 
papers  told  of  the  heroic  attempt 
to  rescue  her  alive.  Radios 
announced  to  a  world  waiting 
expectantly  that  five  thousand  per- 
sons had  come  to  help;  then  it  was 
eight  thousand;  finally  twenty  five 
thousand  people  offered  their 
assistance.  Again  it  was  too  late. 
But  the  whole-hearted  and  unselfish 
response  was  thrilling. 

"In  both  cases  there  was  only  one 
frail  human  life  at  stake,  a  life  that 
would  end  sooner  or  later,  in  any 
event.  What  would  have  been  the 
response  had  there  been  opportu- 
nity to  save  an  eternal  life?  To 
make  it  possible  for  the  soul  of  a 
loved  one  to  go  on  to  eternal  per- 
fection, eternal  happiness,  and 
eternal  life  in  the  Celestial  King- 
dom? 

"The  Lord  has  made  it  possible 
for  each  one  of  us  to  be  a  rescuer 
of  the  lost;  a  saviour  of  the  souls 
of  our  kindred.  At  the  call  should 
we  not  join  as  eagerly  in  the  search 
as  did  those  who  came  to  the  res- 
cue in  Canada  and  California? 

"Surely  we  should  seek  out  the 
records  of  our  loved  kindred  until 
we  find  them.  When  we  find  them 
and  rescue  them  through  temple 
work,  we  shall  rejoice  with  a  great 
gladness,  'for  we  have  found  and 
rescued  them  who  were  lost.'  " 

May  the  year  1960  be  the  most 
inspiring  year  for  us  in  faithful 
diligence  on  behalf  of  our  beloved 
kindred. 

by  Edith  Wiid 


SONG 


Concluded 


father's  original  guitar  in  the  ac- 
companiment. Later  this  yearly  per- 
formance was  carried  round  the 
world    by    radio.      And    today    the 


"Song  from  Heaven"  like  the 
Christmas  message  itself,  still  rings 
for  all  men  of  good  will. 

— The  Reader's  Digest 
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A  CCORDING  to  the  girl's  pro- 
-^*-  gramme  of  the  Y. W.M.I. A., 
Branch  Presidents  are  required  to 
hold  what  is  known  as  a  "Bishop's 
Meeting"  once  a  month  with  the 
officers  and  teachers  of  the  M.I. A. 
According  to  the  reports  sent  in  to 
the  Mission  Office,  none  of  the 
Branch  Presidents  are  holding  this 
meeting.  Details  of  the  agenda  for 
this  meeting  are  found  in  the  M.I.A. 
Executive  Manual.  Branch  Presi- 
dents should  make  a  point  finding 
out  what  this  agenda  is  and  should 
hold  this  required  meeting.  We  are 
sure  that  every  Branch  President  has 
young  people  in  his  Branch  who 
are  inactive  and  feels  the  vital 
necessity     of      reaching      out      and 


bringing    them    back    into    the    acti- 
vity of   his   Branch. 

At  this  time  the  Mission  Super- 
visors would  like  to  extend  to  all 
the  Officers  and  Teachers  of  the 
M.I.A.  a  very  big  thank  you  for  the 
work  you  have  done  and  the  enthu- 
siasm you  have  shown  in  the  past 
year.  We  feel  that  the  progress  has 
been  great.  We  hope  that  this  pro- 
gress will  continue  until  every 
Branch  in  the  mission  has  a  com- 
plete well-organised  and  smooth- 
running  M.I.A.  We  wish  you  a 
happy  holiday  season  and  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  bless  all  your 
righteous  efforts  with  success. 

Gary  Fisher,  Y.M.M.I.A. 
Renee  Hubert,  Y.W.M.I.A. 


TOO   BUSY  —  Continued 

who  are  growing  old.  To  stop 
asking  how  much  your  friends  love 
you  and  ask  yourself  whether  you 
love  them  enough." 

How  wonderous  Christmas  would 
be  if  we  would  retain  such  a  spirit 
for  just  one  day,  but  how  much 
greater  the  joy  in  the  world  if  we 
would  retain  it  through-out  the  year. 

I  remember  attending  a  dedica- 
tion service  at  one  of  the  chapels  in 
Canada.  President  McKay  had  been 
delayed  on  his  plane  route  due  to 
bad  weather,  thus  making  his 
schedule  doubly  heavy.  Knowing 
of  his  certain  fatigue  and  strain,  he 
was  directed  out  a  side  entrance  of 
the  chapel  after  the  morning  session 
so  that  the  people  would  not  detain 
him  and  so  he  would  have  time  for 
lunch.  But  President  McKay  dis- 
covered the  Red  Cross  childrens 
hospital    directly    across    the    street. 


He  insisted  on  going  over  during 
lunch  hour  where  he  shook  hands 
with  every  patient  there.  President 
McKay  was  not  too  busy  to  com- 
fort the  sick  and  cheer  a  little  child. 

Do  we  appreciate  Christmas  and 
all  it  signifies?  Do  we  take  time  to 
contemplate?  Does  Christmas  mel- 
low our  selfishness  and  pride,  not 
only  for  one  day  but  for  every  day? 

If  the  little  group  in  the  stable 
had  looked  at  the  ugliness  and  in- 
justice that  filled  the  world,  they 
might  have  cried  in  despair — "Look 
what  the  world  has  come  to." 

Instead  they  looked  at  the  babe 
asleep  in  the  straw  and  cried  out — 
"Look  what  has  come  to  the  world!" 
With  the  first  Christmas  came  the 
new  hope. 

But  the  little  Inn  of  Bethlehem 
was  too  busy — too  busy  with  its 
(Concluded    on    page    339) 
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ON  January  3,  1960,  a  new  record 
system  will  be  introduced  in 
the  Sunday  School  program  of  the 
Mission.  This  system  is  not  a  radi- 
cal change  from  the  present  system. 
Two  new  forms  will  be  used  as  well 
as  a  new  method  of  keeping  the 
minutes  of  the  Sunday  Schools.  In 
order  to  explain  the  preparation  of 
these  reports,  instructions  are 
printed  on  each  form.  Further  in- 
structions concerning  each  form  will 
be  mailed  out  to  each  Branch 
Superintendent  this  month.  The  two 
new  forms  will  be  mailed  out  at  the 
same  time.  Please  check  these  new 
forms  over  and  become  familiar 
with  them.  The  new  Minute  Books 
(which  every  organised  Sunday 
School  must  have)  are  on  order 
from  Salt  Lake  City.  Due  to  the 
Christmas  mail  rush  they  may  not 
arrive  by  the  first  of  the  year. 
Secretaries  will  please  keep  the 
minutes  of  the  Branch  Sunday 
School   separate   beginning  January 
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3rd  and  transfer  these  minutes 
into  the  new  Minute  Book 
upon  arrival.  PLEASE  SEE 
THAT  THESE  MINUTES  ARE 
DEFINITELY  KEPT  AND  ARE 
PLACED  IN  THE  NEW  MINUTE 
BOOK!  Instructions  for  the  disposal 
of  your  old  Minute  Books,  Records, 
Roll  Books  etc.  have  been  sent  out 
to  each  Branch  President.  Please 
check  with  your  Branch  President 
for  these  instructions. 

As  we  come  to  the  close  of 
another  year.  I  would  like  to  express 
my  appreciation  to  all  the  Sunday 
School  Officers  and  Teachers 
throughout  the  South  African 
Mission  for  the  support  you  have 
given  the  Sunday  School  Super- 
visors during  the  past  year.  I  ex- 
tend Seasons  Greeting  to  one  and 
all  and  may  the  Lord  bless  you  in 
the  coming  year. 

—Elder  Doyle  T.  West 
Mission  Supervisor 


TOO   BUSY  —  Concluded 

eating  and  drinking,  too  busy  doing 
business  to  make  room  for  the 
greatest  thing  in  the  world. 

Are  we  too  busy  with  petty  things 
to  make  room  for  the  lasting  things? 
How  many  of  us  live  in  that  little 
Inn? 

GIVING 

Give  to  the  needy 

Sweet  charity's  bread 

For  "giving  is  living," 

The  angel  said. 

But  must  I  keep  giving 

Again  and  again? 

My  peevish  and  pitiless 

Curt  answer  ran. 

"Oh,  no",  said  the  angel, 

Piercing  me  through, 

"Just  give  till  the  Master 

Stops  giving  to  you." 

• — Author  unknown. 
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OUR  MISSIOMMES 


TRANSFERS 


Name 

Douglas  Luke 
Francis  Taylor 
Dennis  Rampton 
Thomas  Youd 
John  Oviatt 
Raymond  Johnson 
Edward  Hutchings 
Richard  Petersen 
David  Simpson 
Keith  Hubert 
James  Prins 
Donn  Park 
Dale  Melville 
Harold  Coad 
Ross  Zemp 
Rosa   van  Schalkwyk 
Denise  Hellon 
Anne  Hoffman 


From 

Johannesburg 

Germiston 

Benoni 

Kimberley 

N'Dola 

Durban 

Bulawayo 

Bloemfontein 

Springs 

Gwelo 

Welkom 

Krugersdorp 

Salisbury 

Pietermaritzburg 

East  London 

Cape   Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 


To 

N'Dola 

Bulawayo 

Gwelo 

Salisbury 

Benoni 

Springs 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Germiston 

Krugerdorp 

Bloemfontein 

East  London 

Pietermaritzburg 

Port  Elizabeth 

Kimberley 

Pretoria 

Cape  Town 

Durban 


APPOINTMENTS 

Jay  Oler,  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Northern  Rhodesian  District, 
November  7,   1959. 

Harold  Coad,  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  District,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1959. 

Denise  Hellon,  Mission  Recorder.  November  23,  1959. 


NEW  ARRIVALS 

Elder  Sidney  A.  Smith  of  Logan,  Utah,  U.S.A.  arrived  November  4, 
1959  and  was  assigned  to  labour  in  Durban. 

Elder  Don  S.  Nelson  of  St.  George,  Utah,  U.S.A.  arrived  November  4, 
1959  and  was  assigned  to  labour  in  Welkom. 

Elder  Sherid  H.  Peterson  of  Logan,  Utah,  USA.  arrived  November 
25,  1959  and  was  assigned  to  labour  in  Johannesburg. 

Elder  Alien  M.  Smith  of  Champion,  Alberta,  Canada  arrived  Novem- 
ber 25,  1959  and  was  assigned  to  labour  in  Pietermaritzbarg. 


"For  somehow,  not  only  at  Christmas,  but  all  the  long  year  through, 
the  joy  that  you  give  to  others  is  the  joy  that  comes  back  to  you." 

— John  Greenleaf  Whitier. 
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LEFT  FOR  HOME 


This  month  saw  four  missionaries  released  and  heading  for  home. 
Elder  Pratt  left  by  air  while  Sister  Tolley  and  Sister  Gibb  sailed  by  boat 
for  their  homes  in  Canada.  Elder  Gartside,  who  was  on  a  local  short- 
term  mission  has  returned  to  his  home  in  Bulawayo. 

We  express  our  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  these  missionaries  for 
their  fine  labours  and  wish  them  the  choicest  blessings  of  our  Father  in 
Heaven  as  they  adjust  to  the  life  and  labours  of  home. 


Kayla  Ruth  Gibb  of  Rosemary, 
Alberta,  Canada  was  released  on 
November  27,  1959.  She  laboured 
in  Pretoria,  Durban,  Port  Elizabeth 
and  Bloemfontein. 


Linda  Belle  Tolley  of  Mountain 
View,  Alberta,  Canada  was  released 
on  November  27,  1959.  She 
laboured  in  Durban  and  Bloemfon- 
tein. 


Barry  N.  Pratt  of  Bow  Island, 
Alberta,  Canada  was  released  on 
November  18,  1959.  He  laboured 
in  Salisbury,  Johannesburg,  Durban, 
East  London  and  Port  Elizabeth. 
While  in  Port  Elizabeth  he  served 
as  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Port 
Elizabeth  District. 


Peter  S.  Gartside  of  Bulawayo, 
Southern  Rhodesia  was  released  on 
December  1,  1959.  He  laboured  in 
Cape  Town  and  Pietermaritzburg. 
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BAPTISMS 
COLES,  Petronella  Anna  Jacoba, 

Bulawayo  Branch,  b.  Elder  Edward 
K.  Hutchings,  c.  Elder  K.  Hutch- 
ings,  September  13,   1959. 

DANIEL.  Michael  Lee,  Welkom 
Branch,  b.  Elder  James  Prins,  c. 
Elder  Douglas  Olson,  November  1, 
1959. 

LEEUW,  Ann  Elizabeth,  Ramah 
Branch,  b.  Elder  Glen  Harding,  c. 
Elder  Glen  Harding,  October  11, 
1959. 

LEEUW,  Russell  Herbert,  Ramah 
Branch,  b.  Elder  Gordan  Rice,  c. 
Elder  Glen  Harding,  October  11, 
1959. 

LEVY,  Bernard  Philip,  Krugers- 
dorp  Branch,  b.  Elder  Glen  G. 
Barfuss,  c.  Harry  Greer,  June  14. 
1959. 

MEIRING,  Johannes  Theodorus, 
Durban  Branch,  b.  Elder  Kenneth 
Svenson,  c.  Elder  Vincent  Garcia, 
October  25,   1959. 

MILLER,  Gaye,  Durban  Branch, 

b.  Elder  Raymond  Johnson,  c. 
Elder  Kenneth  Svenson,  October 
25.  1959. 

MOSSOP,  Norman  George.  Out 
of  Branch,  b.  Elder  Gary  Haddock, 

c.  Elder  John  D.  Oviatt,  October 
8,  1959. 

MOSSOP,  Geoffrey  George,  Out 
of  Branch,  b.  Elder  Gary  Haddock, 
c.  Elder  John  D.  Oviatt,  October 
8,  1959. 

MOSTERT,  Cornells  Ferdinand, 
Ramah  Branch,  b.  Elder  Glen 
Harding,  c.  Elder  Gordan  Rice, 
October  11.  1959. 

MOSTERT,  Therese  Quentln, 
Ramah  Branch,  b.  Elder  Oordan 
Rice.  c.  Elder  Glen  Harding,  Octo- 
ber 11,  1959. 


SHEASBY,       Marjorie       Elaine, 

Welkom  Branch,  b.  Elder  Darryl 
Sherwood,  c.  Elder  James  Prins, 
September  27,  1959. 

SHEASBY,  William,  Welkom 
Branch,  b.  Elder  David  Allen,  c. 
Elder  Wayne  Greep,  September  27. 
1959. 

BLESSINGS 

CARTWRIGHT,      Joan      Agnes, 

Mowbray  Branch,  daughter  of 
Arthur  Lennoz  and  Yvonne  Cart- 
wright,  July  4,  1959,  by  Elder 
Charles  Hales. 

EVERTON,  Alec  Dennis,  Port 
Elizabeth  Branch,  son  of  Patrick 
Cyril  and  Olive  Myrtle  Everton, 
November  1,  1959,  by  John  H. 
Everton. 

VAN  ANTWERPEN,  Ivan  Rud- 
olph Frank,  Port  Elizabeth 
Branch,  son  of  Daniel  Johannes 
and  Olive  Mavis  van  Antwerpen. 
September  6,  1959,  by  Ernest  H. 
Doller. 

VAN  DER  MERWE.  Erasmus 
Albertus.  Port  Elizabeth  Branch, 
son  of  Erasmus  Albertus  and  Iris 
Joyce  van  der  Merwe.  September 
28,   1959,  by  Clarence  H.  Doller. 

BIRTHS 

BOTHA,  Marelein  Perie,  Wel- 
kom Branch,  daughter  of  George 
and  Hilda  Magdelene  Botha,  Sep- 
tember 3.  1959. 

COWDREY,  Jo-Ann  Elen,  Wel- 
kom Branch,  daughter  of  Oliver 
Mitch fll  III  and  Dorothea  Maria 
Cowdrey.  October  23,  1959. 

MARRIAGES 
MERRILL.  Mark  M..  and  Lenz, 
Rachael,       both       of      Hillspring, 
Alberta,  Canada.  October,  1959,  in 
the  Alberta  Temple. 
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BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

by  Mona  Spear 

Greetings  from  Bloemfontein. 
We  trust  all  the  Saints  everywhere 
are  hale  and  hearty. 

We  guarantee  you  all  a  com- 
fortable "sit"  in  our  chapel.  Our 
upholstered  pews  have  been 
erected  in  the  Chapel  and  they 
are  really  lovely.  We  extend  an  in- 
vitation to  all  to  come  and  try 
them  out. 

Our  baptismal  font  has  been 
used  on  rather  an  unique  occasion. 
The  Welkom  Branch  extended  an 
invitation  to  the  Bloemfontein 
Branch  to  witness  two  baptisms  in 
our  new  chapel.  We  were  glad  to 
be  of  service  to  Welkom. 


THE  HUNCHES 
REPORT 


We  were  happy  to  welcome 
Brother  Bob  Milne  back  in  our 
midst,  also  Sister  Clare  Kendrick 
from  Ramah.  The  Milne  clan  and 
Clare  are  away  in  the  Transkei  on 
holiday,  and  we  wish  them  a 
happy,  well-earned  rest.  Sister 
Milne  has  not  been  in  too  good 
health  lately,  and  we  hope  this 
holiday  will  do  the  trick.  We  miss 
them  very  much  and  look  forward 
to  their  return  to  us. 

M.I.A.  has  taken  hold,  and  we 
are  hoping  to  be  able  to  keep  the 
interest  of  our  young  members  and 
friends. 

// 


Elder  Hutchings  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  labour  in  Johannesburg, 
and  we  are  sorry  to  see  him  go.  We 
welcome  Elder  Taylor,  and  we 
know  he  will  love  our  city.  We  also 
welcome  Brother  Fred  Matthews 
from  Salisbury,  who  will  be  spend- 
ing a  few  weeks  in  Bulawayo. 

The  Branch  is  planning  a  con- 
cert through  the  assistance  of 
Sister  Palmer  Jones  and  the 
Waterford  Choir  to  raise  funds  for 
the  Branch. 

// 


BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

by  Iris  Fourie 

Phew!  We  have  survived  the 
October  heat — just   barely. 

Sister  Newton  has  had  another 
fall,  and  we  wish  her  a  speedy  re- 
covery. Our  grand  lady  has  just 
celebrated  her  74th  birthday.  May 
she  be  blessed  with  good  health 
and  happiness. 

A  very  pleasant  "Fireside"  was 
held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Storey,  where  we  listened  to 
a  recording  on  Reverence  by  Pre- 
sident David  O.  McKay. 


EAST    LONDON    BRANCH 

by  Rita   Corrigan 
Brother    and    Sister    Krull  and 
Eric  returned  safely  to  East  Lon- 
don   after   their    brief  holiday   in 
Northern  Rhodesia. 

On  Saturday,  31st  October,  a 
jumble  sale  was  held  at  Abbots- 
ford  at  the  home  of  Sister  Olsen, 
but  stormy  weather  put  a  damper 
on  the  proceedings,  and  conse- 
quently only  a  small  amount  of 
monev  was  taken  in.  However,  the 
Relief  Society  sisters  are  thankful 
as  every  little  bit  helps,  and  we 
hope  that  the  next  sale  will  prove 
more  successful. 
The  Relief    Society  sisters  pre- 
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sented  the  very  beautiful  pro- 
gramme. "Worshipping  Through 
Music,"  on  Sunday  evening,  1st 
November.  We  do  not  boast  a 
Singing  Mothers'  Chorus  in  our 
Branch,  as  the  membership  is 
small,  but  the  sisters  felt  the  pro- 
gramme called  for  a  special  effort 
on  their  part  and  they  presented 
some  of  the  songs.  Sister  Gaby 
Randall  rendered  a  fine  solo.  We 
missed  the  lovely  voice  of  Sister 
H.  Hees  at  this  meeting. 

We  bid  good-bye  to  Elder  Zemp, 
who  left  for  Kimberley  on  the  7th 
November.  We  welcome  Elder  Park 
from  Cape  Town  and  hope  he  will 
enjoy  his  stay  with  us. 

The  East  London  Branch  was 
indeed  happy  to  welcome  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Fisher  to  our  even- 
ing session  of  Branch  Conference 
on  Sunday,  15th  November.  Their 
inspiring  talks  on  the  theme  "Walk 
in  Truth"  were  very  encouraging 
and  faith  promoting.  After  service 
President  Fisher  showed  a  film 
on  a  study  in  human  relationship. 
This  was  much  appreciated  by 
the  older  members  of  the  Branch. 
A  film  on  the  Nativity  appealed  to 
both  young  and  old.  A  delightful 
array  of  refreshments  was  served 
by  the  Relief  Society  sisters  after 
the  show. 

May    we   take   this    opportunity 
of  wishing  the  Saints  throughout 
South  AfriGa  a  very  Happy  Christ- 
mas and  Prosperous  New  Year. 
// 


EAST   RAND   BRANCH 

by  Jean  McGill 

Evening  Service  on  1st  Novem- 
ber was  conducted  by  the  Relief 
Society,  and  was  a  very  inspiring 
Service  on  "The  Place  of  Music  in 
Worship."  The  Singing  Mothers 
sang  four  numbers. 

On  7th  November  the  Relief 
Society  held  their  annual  Bazaar 
and  raised  approximately  £60,  of 
which  £4t)  was  given  to  the 
Branch  President  for  the  Building 
Fund. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  van  Zyl  on  the  arrival  of  a 
baby  daughter  on  Tuesday,  17th 
November.  We  also  would  like  to 
congratulate  Sister  Elaine  Span- 
dow  on  her  school  accomplish- 
ments and   the  two  prizes  which 


she  was  awarded. 

Our  sympathies  are  with  Sister 
Adelaide  Charlton,  Tevor  and 
Denise  on  the  death  of  Brother 
Tom  Charlton.  We  will  all  miss 
Brother  Tom  very  much.  His  spirit 
of  friendliness  and  willingness  to 
help  the  other  members  added 
much  to  the  spirit  of  love:  in  the 
Branch. 

We  were  happy  to  have  Brother 
Don  Harper  with  us  on  15th  Nov- 
ember. We  were  also  happy  to 
have  Elders  Heyland  and  Bullock 
visit  in  the  Branch  on  8th  Nov- 
ember. I  am  sure  we  all  benefited 
from  the  words  left  with  us  by 
Elder  Heyland. 

Welcome  to  Elder  Oviatt,  who 
has  come  to  take  the  place  of 
Elder  Rampton.  We  will  miss 
Elder  Rampton,  and:  wish  him 
happiness  in  his  new  field  of 
labour. 


-//- 


KIMBERLEY    DISTRICT 

by  Amy  Jenkins 

It  was  with  pleasure  that  we 
welcomed  Elders  Bullock  and  Hey- 
land to  our  meetings  on.  Sunday, 
1st  November.  Their  strong  testi- 
monies were  inspiring  to  all. 

On  31st  October  we  held  a 
jumble  sale  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Symonds,  which  proved  very  suc- 
cessful. 

After  his  six-month  stay  in  Kim- 
berley we  were  sad  to  say  farewell 
to/ Elder  Youd,  whom  we  hope  will 
have  a  happy  and  successful  stay 
in  Salisbury.  We  are  glad  to  wel- 
come Elder  Zemp  to;  our  city. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  have 
to  report  the  death  of  Sister 
Estelle  Doller,  who  passed  away 
on  Monday.  16th  November.  We 
ask  for  your  prayers  to  be  with 
Brother  Doller  and  family  at  this 
time. 

// 


KRUGERSDORP    BRANCH 

by  Elaine  Strydom 
This  month  had  a  beautiful 
start  with  the  Singing  Mothers 
Programme.  The  Relief  Society  has 
grown  and  so  has  the  spirit.  The 
sisters  are  working  hard  at  having 
a  successful  Bazaar  on  the  28th 
November. 

The  Branch  extends  to  Brother 
and     Sister     Cherrett    and    Elder 
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Park  its  sympathy  in  the  loss  of 
Sister  Cherrett  at  Cape  Town. 

Our  Guy  Fawkes  evening  was  a 
great  success,  and  a  pleasant, 
though  somewhat  nerve-wracking, 
evening  was  enjoyed  by  all  at 
Florida  Hills.  President  Ken 
Powrie  and  Elder  Howlett  shared 
the  good  wishes  as  it  was  their 
birthday. 

The  'Genealogical  Workshop  is 
still  going  strong  and  pegging 
away  to  finish  the  course. 

Firesides  have  been  started,  and 
these  evenings  have  all  proved 
most  successful.  Enlightening  dis- 
cussions and  various  points  of 
view,  together  with  the  fine  spirit, 
have  made  them  well  worth  look- 
ing -forward  to. 

The  Sunday  School  arranged  a 
Hobo  Dinner  Dance  for  funds  to- 
wards the  Sunday  School  Christ- 
mas Party,  and  a  grand  time  was 
had  by  all.  Soup  at  Sister  Vice's, 
curry  and  rice  at  Sister  Pat  Greer's 
and  dancing  and  games,  together 
with  fruit  salad  at  the  Jubilee 
Hall,  made  the  evening  a  complete 
success. 


-//- 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

by  Beatrice  Smith 
The  M.I.A.  went  gay  with  a 
Halloween  Party  on  27th  October. 
The  evening  was  spent  in  playing 
games  and  eating  the  good  re- 
freshments Which  were  provided. 
'For  the  last  week  in  October 
there  was  the  preparation  for  the 
Bazaar.  The  Bazaar  itself  was  held 
on  Saturday,  31st  October.  The 
stalls  were  beautifully  decorated, 
and  some  very  original  ideas  were 
brought  into  play  to  achieve  the 
prettiest  effects  we  have  yet  had. 
The  stage  was  arranged  as  the 
Home  of  the  Old  Woman  Who 
Lived  in  a  Shoe.  As  it  was  Hallow- 
een, the  Provision  Stall  went  all 
"witchy"  -with  some  very  good 
witches  to  raise  the  record  amount 
of  £105.  The  Drapery  Stall  had  a 
real  old-fashioned  fair  booth,  while 
an  igloo  housed  the  woollen  goods. 
A  magnificent  fish  pond  catered 
for  the  wahts  Of  our  small  custo- 
mers. The  "Over  60's"  Stall  was 
furnished  and  run  entirely  by  the 
older  ladies.  Christmas  gifts  were 
available  from  a  well-stocked  Gift 


Stall.  Many  other  stalls  and  enter- 
tainments were  also  to  be  found  in 
abundance.  The  ientire  Bazaar  was 
a  financial  success,  as  the  result  of 
our  labours  brought  in  the  sum  of 
£415. 

It  is  with  sorrow  that  we  an- 
nounce the  passing  of  Sister 
Eleanor  Cheraett,  who  died  on  31st 
October,  and  Sister  Elizabeth 
Neale,  on  9th  November.  Our 
deepest  sympathy  goes  to  the  Park 
families  and  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Dan  Cherrett  and  their  family. 

We  are  very  proud  of  our  oddest 
couple,  Sister  -Mary  Lawrie  and 
her  husband,  Mr.  Charles  Lawrie, 
who  won  the  competitions  for  the 
oldest  couple  in  the  Cape  and  also 
for  the  couple  who  had  been  the 
longest  married.  Between  them  the 
Lawries  total  182  years,  and  their 
married  life  has  endured  for 
almost  68  years. 

The  Relief  Society  conducted 
the  service  in  the  Chapel  on  Sun- 
day, 1st  November.  The  theme  of 
the  evening  was  "Music  as  an  Ex- 
pression of  Worship."  The  music 
rendered  by  the  Singing  Mothers 
was  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Violet  Taylor. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Gary 
Fisher,  who  has  achieved  great 
success  in  his  musical  exams. 

Sister  Sequiera  is  still  on  the 
sick  list,  as  is  Sister  Johanna 
Smith.  Gary  and  Roy  Fourie  have 
had  a  dose  of  measles. 

We  have  had  Sister  Pratt  from 
the  Transkei  visiting  with  us  for  a 
few  weeks. 

We  congratulate  Brother  and 
Sister  Terblanche  on  the  birth  of 
another  little  son  at  Oranjemund. 
Best  wishes  also  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Hugh  Helm  on  the  arrival  of 
a  son. 

"To  all  of  our  members  every- 
where we  wish  a  Happy  Christmas. 
May  your  stockings  be  filled  with 
blessings — pressed  down  and  run- 
ning over! 


-II- 


NORTH- WE  STERN  BRANCH 

by  Bertha  Wagener 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on 

1st  November.  The  speakers  gave 

us  much  enlightenment  and  good 

advice  on  obeying  the  Law. 

Relief  Society  were  very  pleased 
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to  have  Sister  Mavis  Louw  with  us 
at  our  Testimony  Meeting.  We  ap- 
preciate Sister  Louw's  visits,  as 
she  always  brings  with  her  the 
spirit  of  love. 

The  Relief  Society  special  pro- 
gramme was  held  on  the  8th  Nov- 
ember, and  all  enjoyed  the  de- 
lightful programme.  The  talks  were 
excellent,  and  we  were  honoured 
with  the  presence  of  President  and 
Sister  I.  C.  Louw. 

Congratulations  to  the  Bloem- 
fontein  Branch  at  the  completion 
of  their  beautiful  Chapel.  May 
their  Branch  progress  and  grow, 
and  we  are  sure  they  will  be  well 
repaid  for  their  efforts. 

The  Genealogy  Workshop  is 
going  on  well,  and  we  hope  we  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  continue 
in  this  great  work. 

Sister  McKnight  and  Brother 
Oosthuizen  have  improved  tremen- 
dously in  their  health.  We  wish 
them  the  blessings  of  perfect 
health  in  the  near  future. 

We  were  pleased  to  welcome 
Elder  Heyland  once  again  in  our 
midst.  We  are  only  sorry  that  his 
stav  was  so  short. 

Our  sympathies  go  to  Elder 
Howard,  who  met  with  a  slight 
bicycle  accident.  Fortunately,  no 
bones  broken,  only  a  few  bad 
bruises. 

// 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

by  Joan  A.  Ball 

This  month  has  been  very  full 
for  us  here  in  "Sleepy  Hollow." 

On  22nd  October  we  bid  a  very 
reluctant  farewell  to  Elder  Lyle 
Tagerart  and  also  to  Elder  Harold 
Coad  on  the  6th  November.  Mav 
God's  richest  blessines  be  with 
them  in  their  new  fields  of  labour. 
We  welcome  into  our  midst  Elder 
Gartside  and  Elder  Melville,  and 
hope  that  thev  win  enjoy  their 
stav  in  Pietermaritzburg  and  that 
they  will  be  happy  labouring  with 
us. 

On  21st  October  we  held  a  fare- 
well sumrise  mrtv  for  Elder  Tag- 
eart.  and  on  6th  November  a  com- 
bined farewell  to  Elder  Coad  and 
a  surprise  21st  Birthday  Party  for 
Sister  Alice  Watts.  We  all  had  a 
verv  eniovable  and  happy  time  at 
both  parties. 


We  congratulate  the  various 
members  of  the  Branch  on  their 
advancement  in  the  Priesthood 
and  on  their  appointment  to  the 
various  positions  in  the  Branch. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to 
Brother  Ben  Homes,  who  was  bap- 
tised on  25th  October.  We  all  went 
to  Durban  for  the  occasion. 

We  would  like  to  wish  President 
and  Sister  Fisher  and  all  the 
Branches  a  very  Happy  Christmas 
and  a  Prosperous  New  Year. 


PRIMROSE   BRANCH 

by  M.  Rautenbach 

Brother  and  Sister  Hefer  have 
returned  from  a  well-earned  holi- 
day and  are  looking  much  the 
better  for  it.  The  three  sons  of 
Mrs.  Short  were  blessed  on  Fast 
and  Testimony  Sunday.  They  are 
regular  Sunday  Scholars.  The 
M.I. A  had  a  musical  quiz  re- 
cently, and  it  was  amazing  to  find 
out  how  much  we  did  not  know. 

Primary  is  very  busy  getting 
ready  for  their  Christmas  Tree 
Party.  Everybody  would  like  to 
thank  Sister  Le  Roux  for  the  extra 
time  she  is  giving  to  the  children's 
choir  practice.  Cake  sales  are  still 
swelling  the  Christmas  tree  funds. 

A  demonstration  on  first  aid  was 
given  by  Brother  Hefer  at  Relief 
Society,  and  the  sisters  found  it 
most  interesting. 

We  welcome  Elder  Simpson  to 
our  Branch  and  we  hope  he  will  be 
hanov  here. 

Sister  Jacobs  has  now  recovered 
from  her  recent  operation,  and  we 
are  indeed  glad  to  have  her  back 
at  Church  once  more. 


SALISBURY     BRANCH 

bv  Jean  Sc^onnberg 
We  in  the  Salisbury  Branch 
have  had  a  happy  and  busv  month 
and  feel  our  Lord  was  with  us  in 
all  our  activities  within  the 
Church. 

An  event  of  primp  importance, 
and  one  which  we  are  hapnv  and 
proud  to  announce,  was  a  baptism 
ceremonv  at  which  six  new  mem- 
bers dedicated  themselves  to  God 
and  joined  His  Holy  Church.  They 
were  George  Stephen  Fisher.  Colin 
Pratt,  Ethne  Pratt.  Douglas  Pratt, 
Trevor    Lapin.     Elizabeth     Maria 
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Lapin  and  Rex  Burril  Weinand. 
We  extend  the  hand  of  fellowship 
to  these  members  and  pray  that 
their  knowledge  and  love  of  the 
Gospel  will  deepen  with  the  years. 
Gavin  Schonnberg  was  to  have 
been  one  of  the  number  baptised, 
but  because  of  measles  had  to  have 
the  event  postponed. 

We  are  glad  to  announce  the 
safe  arrival  of  a  bonnie  daughter 
to  Brother  and  Sister  Trotter. 
May  the  Lord  shower  His  blessings 
and  love  upon  her  all  the  days  of 
her  life. 

On  31st  October  a  Halloween 
Party  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Schonnberg  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  M.I.A.  One  and  all  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  the  even- 
ing, and  a  great  deal  of  thought, 
work  and  ingenuity  had  gone  into 
the  preparation  of  the  fancy  dress 
costumes.  Traditional  games  were 
played  during  the  evening.  Young 
and  old  enjoyed  a  happy,  fun-filled 
evening  together. 

On  1st  November  the  Sunday 
evening  was  given  over  to  Primary, 
and  what  a  lovely  time  it  was.  The 
children  had  practised  their  parts 
for  many  weeks,  and  it  brought  a 
lump  to  the  throat  to  see  them 
play  their  parts  in  such  a  charm- 
ing manner.  Their  teachers  and 
leaders  are  indeed  to  be  com- 
mended. 

The  evening  of  the  15th  was 
under  the  auspices  of  Relief 
Societv.  The  talks  bv  the  sisters 
and  the  music  rendered  by  the 
newly-formed  Singing  Mothers 
combined  to  make  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening.  We  thank  Sister 
Jean  Hodgkiss  for  her  organ  num- 
bers and  for  the  training  of  the 
Siting  Mothers. 

Th^  Salisbury  Branch  sends 
greetings  to  all  other  Branches  of 
the  South  African  Mission  and 
pray  their  work  for  the  Lord  may 
ever  be  a  delight  and  strength  to 
them. 

// 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

by  Gerard  Meyer 
Gollv,  but  how  the  months  do  flv 
past!  Here  we  are  with  Christmas 
almost  upon  us  when  it  seems  like 
only  a  month  or  two  ago  that  we 
were  saying   a  Happy   New  Year 


for  1959. 

A  cake  sale  was  held  by  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  to  swell 
the  funds  of  their  Missionary 
Account.  They  are  very  proud  to 
be  assisting  in  the  support  of  a 
Missionary  in  the  field.  The  sum 
of  £10  was  raised,  and  we  thank 
all  those  who  helped. 

The  Sunday  School  held  a  Film 
Show  on  Friday,  6th  November. 
Some  excellent  films  on  Canada 
were  loaned  to  us  by  the  Canadian 
Consulate,  and  these  were  of 
interest  to  all  who  attended.  The 
money  collected  was  added  to  the 
fund  to  provide  the  children  with 
a  bumper  Christmas  Tree. 

The  Relief  Society  presented  the 
programme  on  the  first  Sunday  of 
November,  and  we  were  very  well 
entertained.  The  Relief  Society  is 
going  to  be  very  busy  in  the  com- 
ing month  with  their  closing  Social 
on  Thursday,  19th  November,  and 
the  preparations  for  their  Bazaar, 
which  will  be  held  in  the  City  Hall 
on  Thursday,  3rd  December.  We 
wish  the  ladies  much  success  in 
their  venture. 

The  Melchizedek  Priesthood  is 
planning  a  Social  Evening.  This 
is  the  first  Melchizedek  function  in 
a  long  time,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
there  will  be  a  very  good  turnout. 

The  choir,  under  the  baton  of 
Brother  Johann  Brummer,  is  pre- 
senting a  Concert  on  Friday,  28th 
November,  to  raise  funds  to  cover 
the  cost  of  the  Easter  Cantata 
records.  The  concert  is  to  be  one 
that  will  appeal  to  the  "low-brow." 
Incidentally,  there  is  a  large  num- 
ber of  these  records  still  available. 

Our  congratulations  to  Brother 
and  Sister  James  Milne  on  the 
arrival  of  a  bonnie  daughter,  who 
is  to  be  called  Janet. 

Brother  and  Sister  Bill  Wrench 
and  family  will  be  in  Cape  Town 
for  the  month  of  December.  We 
wish  them  a  very  happy  holiday. 

We  wish  a  very  Happy  Christ- 
mas to  our  brothers  and  sisters 
throughout  the  South  African 
Mission  from  all  of  us  here  at 
Ramah. 

// 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 

by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 
On  the  17th  October  East  Rand 
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and  Springs  Branches  combined 
Sunday  Schools  sponsored  a  very 
successful  variety  concert  in  aid  of 
the  Branches'  Christmas  Party  to 
be  held  on  the  17th  December. 
Brother  William  Balmer,  of  Brak- 
pan,  was  the  compere. 

A  special  service  was  conducted 
by  the  Relief  Society  on  1st  Nov- 
ember on  the  theme  taken  from 
D  &  C  25:12.  The  Singing  Mothers 
rendered  a  number  of  most  appro- 
priate songs.  Sisters  Harris,  Louw 
and  Armstrong  sang  a  lovely  trio, 
and  Sisters  Louw  and  Hutton  both 
gave  outstanding  addresses. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that 
after  some  two  weeks  or  so  in 
hospital  young  Danie  Taljaard  is 
back  at  school,  but  we  regret  to 
say  that  some  unenlightened  per- 
son had  made  off  with  the  lad's 
bicycle — his  only  means  of  trans- 
port. 

The  Bazaar  sponsored  by  the 
Relief  Society  during  the  month 
was  once  again  well  patronised  by 
the  East  Rand  Branch,  for  which 
Sister  Ann  Jubber  wishes  to  ex- 
press her  deep  appreciation. 

We  are  happy  to  make  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  two  travelling 
missionaries,  Elders  Heyland  and 
Bullock. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into 
our  midst  Elder  Raymond  John- 
son, who  replaces  Elder  Simpson. 
We  wish  both  these  fine  young 
men  every  success  in  their  new 
environment.  We  are  also  pleased 
to  we'come  Brother  and  Sister  W. 
K.  McMillan,  of  Pietermaritzburg. 
who  have  now  made  their  home  in 
Springs. 


-//- 


WELKOM    BRANCH 

by  Violet  Holtshousen 
We  in  Welkom  are  most  happy 
to  welcome  into  our  midst  young 
Michael  Daniel,  who  was  baptised 
in  Bloemfontein  on  1st  November, 
and  wish  him  a  happy  life  among 
the  Saints.  Later  during  the 
month  President  Robinson  pre- 
sented young  Michael  with  a 
hymn  book  as  a  token  of  remem- 
brance of  this  day. 

The  Relief  Society  had  charge 
of  the  programme  on  the  evening 
of  1st  November,  and  the  Singing 
Mothers    rendered    a    few    lovely 


hymns. 

Brother  and  Sister  Willie  Botha 
have  proceeded  on  leave  and  have 
taken  a  trip  to  the  Rand.  We  trust 
they  will  enjoy  this  much-needed 
rest. 

Our  congratulations  go  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Cowdrey  on 
presenting  our  Branch  with  a  new 
baby  girl. 

Again  we  are  bidding  farewell  to 
one  of  the  Elders.  Elder  Prins, 
after  a  short  stay  in  the'  Welkom 
Branch,  has  been  transferred  to 
Bloemfontein.  We  wish  to  thank 
him  for  his  help  and  wish  him  the 
very  best  in  his  new  field  of 
labour. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  wel- 
come Elder  Nelson,  who  has  come 
to  this  Branch  directly  from  his 
home  in  America.  We  wish  him  a 
Long  and  fruitful  stay  in  Welkom. 

In  closing,  we  send  Christmas 
greetings  to  President  and  Sister 
Fisher  and  to  all  the  Saints  in 
South  Africa. 

// 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

The  M.I.A.  annual  Halloween 
Party  held  on  the  30th  October 
was  a  great  success,  with  spine- 
chilling  scenes  to  shake  even  the 
most  hardy. 

Our  Building  Fund  Committee 
put  on  a  most  entertaining  Ticky 
Night  on  the  7th  November. 
Supper  was  served  from  6  p.m.  and 
there  were  all  kinds  of  side-shows 
and  square  dancing  to  follbw. 

On  the  10th  November  a  Baby- 
shower  was  held  for  Sister  Rose- 
mary Sharpe  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Ouwerkerk.  All  who  attended  had 
a  very  enjoyable  time. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  pre- 
sented a  very  lovely  Sunday  even- 
ing programme  on  the  1st  Novem- 
ber. The  Singing  Mothers'  months 
of  practising  were  well  rewarded 
in  that  their  songs  were  a  joy  to 
listen  to. 

We  extend  to  Brother  Braby.  of 
Pietermaritzburg,  Brother  John 
Meyering,  Sister  Gaye  Miller  and 
Sister  Maisie  Wilkinson  a  most 
warm  welcome  into  the  Church. 

Two  lovely  babies  arrived  in  our 
Branch  this  month — a  little  son 
for  Brother  and  Sister  Billet  and  a 
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daughter  for   Brother    and   Sister 
McPhail. 

We  were  so  glad  to  have  Sister 
van  Rooyen,  of  Bloemfontein,  with 
us  for  a  few  days,  and  Brother 
Noel  Futter,  of  Springs,  -and 
Brother  Don  Harper,  of  Ramah, 
paid  us  a  week-end  visit.  (We  won- 
der why?) 


-II- 


BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

by  Marein  Goosen 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Brother 
Jan  J.  Booysen  on  being  ap- 
pointed 1st  Counsellor  to  Brother 
Eric  J.  Jakins  in  the  Branch  Sun- 
day School. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  the 
Hamilton  family  from  Simons- 
town,  who  previously  was  from  the 
Transvaal,  into  our  Branch. 

A  braaivleis  held  on  the  farm  of 
Brother  Jakins  to  raise  more  funds 
for  the  Sunday  School  proved  suc- 
cessful both  from  a  financial  as 
well  as  a  social  point  of  view.  The 
members  of  the  Branch  appreciate 
the  hard  work  put  into  this  func- 
tion by  the  Jakins  tfamily,  and 
Elders  Conlin  and  Bacher,  and 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
them  and  .all  others  who  donated 
for  this  good  cause.  We  especially 
wiish  to  thank  Brother  Bob  Smith 
of  the  Mowbray  Branch  for  pro- 
viding the  music  with  his  bag- 
pipes. 

The  Bellville  Branch  wishes  to 
thank  the  Mowbray  Branch  Relief 
Society  for  having  once  more  per- 
mitted our  Relief  Society  to  have 
a  stall  at  the  Bazaar  held  on  31st 
October. 

We  of  the  Bellville  Branch  send 
our  love  and  best  wishes  to  all  the 
Saints  and  friends  for  happiness  at 
Christmas  and  throughout  the 
New  Year. 

// 


PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

by  Madge  McHugh 
M.I.A.  held  a  Halloween  Party, 
to  which  all  the  members  were  in- 
vited. Dracula's  Den  was  erected  in 
one  of  the  classrooms,  and  all  sorts 
of  thmgs  happened  to  you  while 
walking  down  the  alleys.  We 
thank  the  Lady  Missionaries  and 
the  Elders  for  giving  us  a  scary 
time.  Games  were  played  and  re- 


freshments were  served.  Brother 
and  Sister  Cooper,  from  Krugers- 
dorp,  paid  us  a  visit,  and  we  were 
happy  to  have  them  with  us. 

President  and  Sister  Fisher  came 
up  for  Conference,  and  on  Satur- 
day evening  a  bioscope  was  held, 
in  which  President  Fisher  showed 
films  to  those  who  attended.  It  was 
a  most  enjoyable  evening.  The 
theme  for  Conference  was  "Love 
Thy  Neighbour,"  and  we  heard 
some  interesting  talks  by  Sister 
Tolley,  Sister  Fisher  and  President 
Fisher.  During  the  evening  service 
Sister  Puffett,  Brother  Griffith  and 
Sister  Cramer  were   the  speakers. 

We  regret  to  hear  of  the  passing 
of  Sister  Estelle  Doller  in  Kimber- 
ley.   We   extend   our  sympathy  to 
her  husband  and  family. 
// 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

by   Martha    Lion-Cachet 

Finally  the  day  of  the  Building 
Fund  Bazaar  arrived.  On  the  7th 
November,  after  practically  a 
year's  hard  work  and  preparation, 
the  great  event  took  place.  It  was 
a  great  success,  with  members 
starting  early,  that  'morning  dis- 
playing various  articles  at  their 
stalls. 

The  highlight  of  the  Bazaar  was 
the  Children's  Fancy  Dress  Parade 
and  our  congratulations  to  those 
who  took  prizes.  We  wish  to  ex- 
press a  hearty  word  of  thanks  to 
Sisters  P.  and  C.  Harvey,  Brother 
and  Sister  C.  L.  Bibb  for  the  time 
they  have  given  in  serving  at  the 
stalls,  as  well  as  all  others  who 
helped  to  make  this  Bazaar  a  suc- 
cess. The  amount  collected  was 
£60. 

A  further  amount  of  £10  was 
collected  by  the  Relief  -Society 
women  at  a  street  sale.  The  key  to 
their  success  was  a  good  spirit  of 
co-operation  and  hard  work. 

It  was  a  great  privilege  to  have 
Sister  Mavis  Louw  visiting  with  us. 
Her  visit,  good  advice  and  counsel 
were  appreciated  by  all. 

It  is  with  joy  that  we  announce 
the  birth  of  a  lovely  daughter  to 
Brother  and  Sister  G.  van  Vuuren 
on  the  17th  November.  Congratu- 
lations and  may  the  little  one 
always  be  a  great  source  of  joy  to 
them. 
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WHERE  TO  MEET 


TRANSVAAL 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  1,  Hunter  Street, 
Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Branch     President:     K.     Brian 
Chater;   Phone  45-5575. 
KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Krugersdorp  Town 
Hall  Lecture  Room. 

Branch  President:  D.  Cherrett. 
NORTH       WESTERN       BRANCH 

Meetings:  85  Eleventh  Street, 
Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 

Branch       President:       W.       H. 
Brummer. 
SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Meetings:  23,  Eleventh  Street, 
Springs. 

Branch  President:  Douglas  Hul- 
bert. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall,  Brak- 
pan. 

Branch   President:    J.   H.  Aden- 
dorff;  Phone  54-6277. 
PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall  on  19th 
Ave  Gezina. 

Branch  President:  J.  H.  L.  Smit 
PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Meetings :  English  Medium 
School,  Cnr.  Beaconsfield  Ave. 
and  Shamrock  Road,  Primrose. 

Branch  President:   C.  Norbury. 
NATAL 
DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 

Branch  President:   Ray  Gordon 
Wilson. 
PIETERMARITZBURG   BRANCH 

Meetings:  Oddfellows'  Hall,  136 
Longmarket  Street  (just  above 
Chapel  St.) 

Branch  President:  R.  M.  Mor- 
rissey. 

CAPE  PROVINCE 
MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Cumorah,  Main  Road, 
Mowbray. 


Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert; 
Phone  44-5275. 
BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall,  Tallent 
St.,  (Between  1st  and  2nd  Ave.), 
Parow. 

Branch  President:  N.  J.  Goosen; 
Phone  97-3285. 
EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Sons  of  England  Hall, 
Belgravia   Crescent,    East   London. 

Branch     President:      Alfred     J. 
Corrigan;  Phone  8-1821. 
PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Meetings:  40  Prospect  Road. 
Walmer. 

Branch  President:  C.  R.  Doller; 
Phone  51-2138. 
KIMBERLEY 

Meetings:  K.  A.  C.  Hall  on  Ship- 
pard  St.,  Kimberlev. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE 
BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Chapel,  end  of  Voor- 
trekker  Road. 

Branch  President:   S.  J.  Spear; 
Phone  5060. 
WELKOM  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall  State- 
way. 

Branch  President:  Andrew  W. 
Robinson. 

RHODESIA 
BULAWAYO   BRANCH 

Meetings:  Boy  Scout  Head- 
quarters on  8th  Avenue,  off  Loban- 
gula  Street. 

Branch   President:    R.   Isaac. 
SALISBURY    BRANCH 

Meetings:  Dunlop  House,  Kings- 
way,  corner  Jameson  Ave. 

Branch     President:      Hugh     H. 
Hodgkiss. 
GWELO 

Meetings:  Riverside  School,  Ath- 
lone  Drive. 
LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  121  "F"  Avenue, 
Luanshya. 

Branch  President:  Douglas 
Charsley. 
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a  Cf)ri£tmag  jWestfage 

JS  at  no  other  time  of  the  year,  the  season  at  Christmas  and  New  Yeai 
unites    the    world    in   spirit   in    the   common   feeling   of  goodwill   and 
generosity.    This    is   important,    even    though    in    many    quarters   the    spirit 
of  Christmas  is  sadly  misused.     We  recall  the  little  flame  of  belief  which 
braved  the  Dark  Ages  and  which  was  fanned  to  a  blaze  in  the  Lord's  due 
time  in   the  emergence  of  the   Restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ — so  shall 
the   Christmas  spirit   one   day    blaze  forth    to   cover   the   whole   Earth    in 
preparation  for  the  Saviour's  return.     We  believe  every  Sacrament  Meeting 
to  be  as  special  an   occasion   as  Christmas,   but  let  us  nevertheless  unite 
with  the  Christian  world  in  worship  and  in  song  to  ring  out  the  words 
"Peace  on  Earth,  Goodwill  towards  men." 
With  this  thought  in  mind  we  greet  you  and  pray  that  the  same  spirit 
may  accompany  us  all  as  we  journey  in  faith  into  the  New  Year. 

Transvaal  D.'-jtrict  Presidency — C.  Kenneth  Powrie 

Petrus  C.  Faber 
Andre  J.  G.   Naude 
Ronald   C.   Louw 


'THE  Natal   District   Presidency   wishes  all  Latter-day  Saints   throughout 
Southern  Africa,  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  New   Year  of  health  and 

prosperity.     May  we  love  one  another  and  help  each  other  perform  our 

duties,  and  magnify  our  callings.     God's  choicest  blessings  upon  all  your 

New   Year  endeavours. 

J.  Jakins 
W.   Erasmus 
D.    Bayley 
G.    Ouwerkerk 


rFHE  Cape  District  Presidency   takes  this  opportunity   to   wish   all  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  and  their  friends  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  happy 

and  prosperous  New  Year. 

John  M.  Wilson 
David  J.  Bell 
John  Scheltema 


AS  this  year  draws  to  a  close  and  we  enjoy  the  festivities  that  go  with 
the  season,  let  us  pause  to  consider  the  occasion  that  we  are  com- 
memorating—  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Saviour.  While  we  are  ex- 
changing gifts  with  loved  ones  let  us  resolve  that  during  the  coming  year 
we  will  give  to  our  Lord  those  gifts  which  would  please  him  i7iost  —  a 
humble  spirit  and  a  life  of  service  and  devotion  to  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel. 

We,  the  Presidency  of  the  First  Quorum  of  Elders  of  the  South 
African  Mission,  send  our  best  wishes  to  the  members  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Mission  and  may  your  labours  during  the  coming  New  Year  be  blessed 
by  our  Father  in  Heaven. 

C.  Lionel  Bibb 
Richard  Smith 
Louis  Duncan 
Deryk  Vice 
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